Assenbly Resol ution No. 124
BY: M of A Rosenthal L

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
February 26 through March 4, 2017, as Eating
Di sorders Awareness Wek in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonop to proclai mFebruary 26 through March 4, 2017
as Eating Disorders Awareness Wek in the State of New York, in
conjunction wth the observance of National Eating D sorders Awareness
Week; and

VWHEREAS, The 2017 Thene of National Eating D sorders Awareness Wek
is "lIt's Tinme to Talk About It," which will focus on busting nyths,
di ssem nating facts about eating disorders, and encouragi ng everyone to
get screened; and

VWHEREAS, Eati ng di sorders are serious conditions that are
potentially life-threatening and have a serious I npact on an
I ndividual's enptional and physical health, including abnornmal heart
rate, | ow bl ood pressure, and reduction in bone density; too often,
signs and synptons are overl ooked, and many individuals, famlies, and
comunities are wunaware of the devastating nental and physi cal
consequences of eating disorders, as well as the pressures, attitudes,
and behavi ors which shape them and

VWHEREAS, In the United States, 20 mllion wonen and 10 mllion nen
suffer from clinically significant eating disorders at sone tine in
their life; these disorders affect people across all backgrounds and
I nclude anorexia nervosa, bulima nervosa, and binge eating disorders;
and

VWHEREAS, Children begin struggling with body i mage as young as siX
years old and roughly 50% of elenentary school girls, ages 6 to 12, are
concerned about their weight; and

VWHEREAS, Rates of anorexia in young wonen have increased every
decade since 1930, and the incident of bulima in wonmen ages 10 to 39
tripled between 1988 and 1993; and

WHEREAS, The National Eating Disorders Association strives to
address the nany msconceptions regarding eating disorders, and to
hi ghlight the availability of resources for treatnent and support; and

VWHEREAS, National Eating D sorders Awareness Wek is a collaborative
effort consisting primarily of volunteers, including eating disorder
pr of essi onal s, health care providers, students, educators, social
wor kers, and individuals commtted to raising awareness of the dangers
surrounding eating disorders and the need for early intervention and
treat nent access; and

VWHEREAS, Eating Disorders usually appear in adolescence and are



associ at ed with subst anti al psychol ogi cal pr obl ens, I ncl udi ng
depression, substance abuse and suicide; they are serious illnesses, not

lifestyle choices; in fact, anorexia has the highest nortality rate of
any nental illness; and

WHEREAS, Many cases of eating disorders go undetected; |ess than
one-third of youth with eating disorders will receive treatnent; and

VWHEREAS, Eating di sorder experts have found that pronpt intensive
treatment significantly inproves the chances of recovery; therefore, it
is inportant for educators, medical providers, parents, and comunity
menbers to be aware of the warning signs and of eating disorders and
know edgeabl e of avail abl e resources; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body recogni zes the vital work of Nati onal
Eating Di sorders Awareness Wek in pronoting public and nedia attention
to the seriousness of weating disorders and for working to inprove
education about their biological and environnmental causes, as well as
how to help those who are struggling with these debilitating di seases;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuono to procl aimFebruary 26 to March 4,
2017, as Eating Disorders Awareness Wek in the State of New York; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of
New York; and The National Eating D sorders Association.



