Assenbly Resol ution No. 118
BY: M of A Fahy

COVMENDI NG Rezsin Adans upon the occasi on of being
named a 2017 Woman of Distinction

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those wonen of achievenent within the Enpire State who
have made strong contributions to their communities and who inspire
ot hers through their nodel citizenship; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Rezsin Adans upon the occasion of being named a 2017 Wnan of
Di stinction; and

VWHEREAS, Wnen of every race, class, and ethnic background have nade
I nval uabl e contributions to the gromh and strength of New York State in
count| ess recorded and unrecorded ways; and

WHEREAS, Each year, the State of New York officially sets aside tine
to recognize the achievenents and |ives of these exenplary wonen,
representatives of the w de-ranging and vital roles wonen have pl ayed in
the historic devel opnent of this great Enpire State and its comunities;
and

WHEREAS, Known as the "G ande dane of the |ocal peace and
environnmental novenents,” Rezsin Adans has been the heart of Al bany's
peace and justice novenent since she noved there in 1958; and

VWHEREAS, For nunerous decades, Rezsin Adans has been an outspoken
advocate for rmany causes including the environnent, civil rights, and
the Vi etnam War; and

VWHEREAS, Born in the Bronx, Rezsin Adans was a headstrong girl who
often wandered through the streets of New York City | ooking for new and
exciting adventures; as a teenager, she net other young liberals in a
loft in Geenwich Village and tal ked about how they woul d change the
wor | d; and

VWHEREAS, After high school, Rezsin Adans najored in biology at the
University of Rochester in the |ate 1940s; while a student, she worked
at the Marine Biology Laboratory at Whods Hol e, where she studied with a
young teacher named Rachel Carson, who published Silent Spring, an
I nfluential book on environnentalism and

WHEREAS, Beginning in the early 1960s, Rezsin Adans has protested
the Vietnam War, and every war since, was jailed for civil disobedience
while protesting the Persian Gulf War, worked for civil rights, fought
with the anti-nucl ear novenent, advocated on behalf of striking farm
wor kers, hel ped protect a unigue ecosystem by being one of the forces
behind the creation of the Pine Bush Preserve, and has for years fought
the Gty of Albany in a largely successful attenpt to keep the city from



buil ding a dunp in the endangered Karner Blue butterfly's habitat; and

VWHEREAS, I nt erest ed I n I ncreasing public awareness of, and
appreciation for, the natural resources of New York, Rezsin Adans
founded Save the Pine Bush; this vital organization's efforts resulted
in the creation of the Al bany Pine Bush Preserve Managenent Conm ssi on,
and the preservation of a couple of thousand acres of Pine Bush; and

VWHEREAS, As President of Save the Pine Bush, Rezsin Adans has been
instrumental in raising awareness and garnering interest from the
comunity; through their advocacy and education efforts, students and
the public come to study and explore this unique ecosystem and

WHEREAS, Wth her throughout have been her husband, Ted Adans, and
their two children, all of whom have felt privileged to be a part of her
life and rejoice in her achievenents; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body recogni zes that New York State is the
hone of countless wonmen who are strong and colorful threads, vital to
the fabric of our rich heritage, who have contributed, and continue to
add to the advancenent of our culture through their traditional and
non-traditional roles in society; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Rezsin Adans wupon the occasion of being naned a 2017 Wman of
D stinction; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Rezsin Adans.



