Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 1000
BY: M of A Peopl es- Stokes

MOURNI NG the tragic and untinely death of Buffalo
Police K-9 Oficer Craig E. Lehner on Cctober 13,
2017

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to convey its
grateful appreciation and heartfelt regret in recognition of the | oss of
a courageous police officer who dedicated his purposeful |ife and career
in faithful service to his famly and to the residents of Buffalo, New
Yor k; and

WHEREAS, It is wth profound sadness that this Legislative Body
records the passing of Buffalo Police K-9 Oficer Craig E. Lehner, who
made the ultimate sacrifice on Friday, GCctober 13, 2017, while
faithfully executing his responsibilities, serving wth dedication,
| oyalty and conpassi on; and

VWHEREAS, A 34-year-old resident of Buffalo, New York, Oficer Craig
E. Lehner died in the line of duty followng an underwater training
exercise in the Nlagara R ver; and

WHEREAS, O ficer Craig E. Lehner served as a nenber of the Buffalo
Police Departnent's Underwater Recovery team as well as the Buffalo
Police K-9 Unit, sharing an inseparable bond with his Gernman Shepherd,
Shi el d; and

WHEREAS, O ficer Craig E. Lehner valiantly served his country as a
menber of the United States Arny National Guard; a mlitary police
officer for 16 years, he was assigned to the 105th Mlitary Police
Conmpany at Masten Arnory in Buffalo; and

VWHEREAS, Achieving the rank of Staff Sergeant, Oficer Craig E
Lehner was deployed to Irag in 2011, and served at Guantananp Bay
detention facility in Cuba from 2014 to 2015; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his mlitary service, Oficer Craig
E. Lehner was awarded nore than a dozen nedals, including the Arny
Commendat i on Medal , Air Assault Badge, dobal War on Terrorism
Expedi ti onary Medal, and five Arnmy Achi evenent Medal s; and

WHEREAS, A true asset to his beloved comunity, Oficer Craig E.
Lehner, along with his K-9 Oficer Shield, gave tirelessly of their tine
and energies to Fantastic Friends, a |ocal organization that works with
children with special needs; and

VWHEREAS, On Saturday, Cctober 21, 2017, blue punpkins, which were
each hand painted in renenbrance of Oficer Craig E. Lehner, sold out
just hours into the fundraising event at the Geat Punmpkin Farm in
Cl arence, New York; a true testanment to the countless |lives he touched;
and



VWHEREAS, Predeceased by his father, Donald; and two brothers, Thonas
and Jeffrey, Oficer Craig E.Lehner is survived by his nother,
Kat hl een; siblings, Donna (Jeffrey), Mchael (Chris), Linda (Jim, Kerry

(Wayne) and Cherelyn (Andrew); and several nieces, nephews, aunts,
uncl es and cousins; and

WHEREAS, O ficer Craig E. Lehner exenplified what it truly nmeans to
give of hinself in providing vital police services and in keeping wth
t he noble mi ssion of the Buffal o Police Departnent; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Buffalo Police K-9 Oficer Craig E. Lehner | eaves behind a
| egacy which wll |long endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a
conforting nmenory to all he served and befriended; he wll be deeply
mssed and truly merits the grateful tribute of this Legislative Body;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the tragic and untinely death of Buffalo Police K-9 Oficer Craig
E. Lehner, noting the significance of his contributions on behalf of
the citizens of this noble Enpire State, and expressing its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Buffalo Police K-9 Oficer Craig E. Lehner.



