Senate Resolution No. 961
BY: Senat or STAVI SKY

MOURNI NG the death of Helen M Marshall, first

Bl ack Borough President of Queens, chanpion of
public libraries, and devoted wfe, nother and
gr andnot her

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to nmourn publicly
the death of cherished citizens of the State of New York who
di stingui shed thenselves in their profession and in service to their
comunity; and

WHEREAS, Wth feelings of deepest regret, this Legislative Body
records the passing of Helen M Marshall, who died on Saturday, March 4,
2017, at the age of 87, noting the loss of a citizen whose purposef ul
life and endeavors contributed so nmuch to the quality of |I|ife in her
comunity; and

VWHEREAS, Helen M Marshall was born in Harlem New York, on
Septenber 30, 1929, to CGuyanese immgrants; after earning her bachelor's
degree in education, she served as an early chil dhood teacher for eight
years; and

WHEREAS, A larger-than-life figure in the civic |ife of Queens,
Helen M Marshall fought to inprove schools, addressed nunerous
quality-of-life 1issues and was instrunental in securing a fair share of
New York City resources for the borough of Queens; and

VWHEREAS, Helen M Marshall began her distinguished public service
career as an advocate for her East El nmhurst nei ghborhood where she
diligently worked to provide job training prograns and stinulate the
| ocal econony; and

WHEREAS, In 1982, Helen M Marshall won the first of five terns to
the New York State Assenbly; in this capacity, she served as a tireless
advocate for the needs of children, famlies and the elderly in her
district; and

WHEREAS, Well-liked and respected by many, Helen M Marshall was
then elected to the Gty Council, a position she held for 10 years; and

VWHEREAS, In 2001, Helen M Marshall was the first African-Anerican
and the second woman, to be elected to the esteened position of Queens
Borough President, a title she would hold for three consecutive terns
until her retirenent in 2013; and

VWHEREAS, Known as a big-hearted fighter, Helen M Marshall entered
of fice wth a detailed list of priorities, which staff nenbers
affectionately called the Marshall Plan for Queens; and

WHEREAS, Helen M WMarshall chanpioned Queens tourism and new
devel opment across the borough, supporting the expansion of the Billie



Jean King National Tennis Center at Flushing Meadows Corona Park and the
plan to redevelop the Wllets Point industrial area; and

WHEREAS, A passionate supporter of Queens culture, Helen M Marshal
t horoughly enjoyed the | ocal art scene, praised fanobus residents and
their acconplishnents, honored war heroes, and cheered for the Mets; in
2016, a cultural center built at Queens Borough Hall was dedicated in
Hel en' s nane; and

VWHEREAS, Helen M Marshall created the Queens General Assenbly which
pr onot ed cross-cultural exchanges anong ethnic groups; she truly
bel i eved that people should visit Queens and see the world; and

WHEREAS, Known for her firmtrust in the power of know edge, Helen
M Mar shal | pronoted reading as the catalyst for our students' future
academ c success, their preparation for Anerica's jobs of +the future,
and their ability to conpete in a global econonmy by procuring
significant funds for nunmerous library projects in Queens; in her role
as the first Drector of the Langston Hughes Library, she was the
reci pient of the 2005 Daniel W Casey Library Advocacy Award; and

WHEREAS, Al ways available to lend a hel ping hand, Helen M  Marshal
relished talking to her constituents, and appreciated their feedback;
during the afternmath of Superstorm Sandy in Cctober of 2012, she hel ped
peopl e evacuate to safety; and

WHEREAS,  Wen she was not working or helping others, Helen M
Marshal | enjoyed spending sumers with her famly in Sag Harbor, New
York; after her much deserved retirenent, she noved to California; and

WHEREAS, Helen M Marshall is survived by her son, Donald Marshall,
Jr.; daughter, Agnes Marie Marshall; tw grandchildren, Chandler and
Chose; and a sister, Joan Suger; and

WHEREAS, A wonman of great conpassion and sensitivity, Helen M
Marshal | 's | egacy extends far beyond her acconplishnents as a successful
public servant; her sincere concern for others, her integrity,
unconditional friendship and selfless notivation to give of herself wll
long stand as a beacon for those who would aspire to serve in their
comunity; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
pay tribute to the nenory of Helen M Marshall, to celebrate her life,
and honor her acconplishnents; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Helen M Marshall.



