Senate Resolution No. 913
BY: Senat or STEWART- COUSI NS

RECOGNI ZI NG Mar ch 8, 2017, as International
Wnen' s Day

WHEREAS, March 8th is International Wnen's Day; and

VWHEREAS, |nternational Wnen's Day was cel ebrated for the first tine
by the United Nations in 1975; then in Decenber of 1977, +the United
Nations General Assenbly adopted a resolution proclaimng a United
Nations Day for Winen's Rights and International Peace to be observed on
any day of the year by Menber States, in accordance wth their
hi storical and national traditions; and

WHEREAS, International Wwnen's Day is a tine to reflect on progress
made, to call for <change and to celebrate acts of courage and
determ nation by ordi nary wonen who have played an extraordinary role in
the history of their countries and communities; and

WHEREAS, Wonen conprise alnost 15 percent of +the active duty,
reserve, and guard units of the United States Arned Forces; and

VWHEREAS, New York State has a distinguished history of nonunental
achi evenments in the area of wonen's rights; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1826, New York State opened one of the first public high
schools for girls; and

VWHEREAS, In 1848 in New York, the first wonen's rights convention
was held in Seneca Falls to secure all wonen the right to vote; and

WHEREAS, I n 1968, New York State Assenblywoman Shirley Chisholm
becane the first black woman el ected to Congress, and in 1972, she ran
for President of the Unite States, another first for black wonen; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1983, New York State wonen | egislators established the
Legi sl ative Wnen's Caucus to inprove the participation of wonen in al
areas of governnent, support issues that benefit wonen, and provide a
networ k of support for wonen in the State Legislature; and

WHEREAS, Today, 58 wonen serve in the New York State Legislature,
hol di ng | eadership positions in both houses and bringing the diverse
experi ences of wonen into | aw and public policy; and

WHEREAS, On this day, the progress that has been made nay be
cel ebrated but also contenplate those areas of wonen's |lives where nore
can be done; and

WHEREAS, International Wnen's Day addresses the social, economc,
and political barriers still facing wonen and girls while celebrating
their achievenments and the progress that have been nade in support of
wonen's equality; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze March 8, 2017, as International Wnen's Day; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Legislative Wnen's Caucus of New York State.



