Senat e Resol ution No. 909
BY: Senat or DEFRANCI SCO

HONORI NG Dana Pierce upon the occasion of being
selected as a New York State Representative at the
2017 School Counsel or of the Year Cerenony

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to honor and
recogni ze those dedicated professionals, who strive to enhance the
qual ity of educat i on for our students, and whose character,
acconpl i shnents and community contributions inspire all citizens of this
great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Dana Pierce upon the occasion of being selected as a New York State
Representative at the Anmerican School Counselor Association's 2017
School Counsel or of the Year Cerenony, which was held at the Wite House
on January 6, 2017; and

WHEREAS, During the Anerican School Counsel or Association's (ASCA)
Counsel or of the Year Cerenony, Dana Pierce was one of 50 schoo
counselors nationwi de honored by fornmer First Lady Mchelle Cbhama for
her notable contributions to the field; and

WHEREAS, Dana Pierce was invited to participate in this year's Wite
House cel ebrati on because in 2015, she was naned New York State's
Counsel or of the Year by the New York State School Counsel or Associ ation
(NYSSCA) ; and

VWHEREAS, Dana Pierce, originally from Pennsylvania, earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology from Pennsylvania State
University in 1989; she later went on to earn a Master of Science degree
in Counseling Services fromthe State University of New York (SUNY) at
OCswego; and

VWHEREAS, Dana Pierce then acquired New York State Certifications as
an alcoholism and substance abuse counselor and as a |icensed nent al
heal th counselor fromthe New York State Ofice of Al coholism and
Subst ance Abuse Services and the New York Education Departnment O fice of
t he Professions; and

VWHEREAS, Upon earning her undergraduate degree, Dana Pierce worked
as a chem cal dependency counsel or at Commonwealth Place in Syracuse,

New York; in this role, Dana facilitated all aspects of treating
chem cal | y- dependent adol escents and adults in a residential setting and
desi gned and facilitated educat i on, di scussi on, t her apy, and

experiential groups; and

WHEREAS, Subsequently, Dana Pierce worked as a technical specialist
in the Division of Student Services at her alma mter, SUNY GOswego,
where she hel ped devel op an Al cohol and Drug Prevention Education cl ass
as part of an institutional response to substance-related referrals; and



VWHEREAS, For the past 22 years, Dana Pierce has served in her
current role as a School Counselor at Fayetteville-Mnlius H gh School

in Manlius, working in all aspects of the field including academc
advi si ng, scheduling, vocation and post-secondary exploration and
pl anni ng for approximately 250 students in grades 9 through 12; and

WHEREAS, As a know edgeable and highly skilled counselor, Dana
Pierce has inproved the quality of education at Fayetteville-Mnlius
Hi gh School by | eading and supporting staff with enthusiasm cultivating
a positive and stinulating school environnment for her students, and
creating a greater sense of community; and

WHEREAS, |In addition to her counseling responsibilities, Dana Pierce
has been involved with numerous conmittees including: the OCM BOCES
Yout h Devel opnent Roundt abl e Pl anning Commttee; University at Buffalo's
School Counsel or Advi sory Council; Canisius College's Syracuse Counsel or
Advi sory Council; SUNY Gswego Counseling Services Program Faculty
Advi sory Board; and the Onondaga Mental Health Association's Advisory
Board to Anorexial/Bulima Support; and

WHEREAS, Additionally, Dana Pierce has been a School Counsel or
Representative for the Fayetteville-Manlius Safe, Smart, & Sober program
- a partnership between Fayetteville-Manlius H gh School and the
comunity; and

WHEREAS, Dana Pierce has held nenbership in various professional
associ ations, including: Anerican School Counselor Association (ASCA)
New York State School Counsel or Associ ation (NYSSCA); and the New York
State Association for Coll ege Adm ssion Counseling (NYSACAC); and

WHEREAS, 1In recognition of her hard wor k and pr of essi onal
achi evenents, the New York State School Counsel or Associ ati on (NYSSCA)
sel ected Dana Pierce as a 2015 New York Counselor of the Year and was
honored at the NYSSCA annual conference in Lake George on Novenber 20,
2015; and

VWHEREAS, For her outstanding efforts over the years, Dana Pierce has
recei ved nunerous other accol ades, including: the Fayetteville-Mnlius
High School "Graffe Awmard" and SUNY Oswego's Dr. Donal d Snygg G- aduate
Schol arship Award; she was also naned the Crouse-lrving Menorial
Hospital Health Programis 1993 "Speaker of the Year" for her comunity
outreach efforts; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the quality of life in their conmunity and have shown a | ong and
sustained conmtnment to the maintenance of high standards in their
prof ession, certainly have earned the recognition and applause of al
the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Dana Pi erce upon the occasion of being selected as a New York
State Representative at the 2017 School Counsel or of the Year Cerenony;
and be it further



RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dana Pierce.



