Senat e Resol ution No. 845
BY: Senat or BONACI C

COVMEMORATI NG the 25th Anniversary of The PRASAD
Pr oj ect

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zati ons and i ndividuals who woul d devote thenselves to the welfare
of the community and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 25th Anniversary of The PRASAD Project; and

VWHEREAS, The PRASAD (Phil anthropic Relief, Atruistic Service And
Devel opnment) Project s a philanthropic expression of the Siddha Yoga,
and is an effective and accl ai nred humani tarian organi zati on which hol ds
special consultative status with the Econom ¢ and Social Council of the
United Nations and has been ranked as a top-rated nonprofit organization
by Great Nonprofits since 2014; and

WHEREAS, The charitable work of The PRASAD Project began in the
1930s when Bhagavan Nityananda, an Indian guru, offered food and support
to villagers in the Tansa Valley in Maharashtra, India; followng in his
footsteps, Swam Miktananda continued this great work through the 1960s
and 1970s; under Swam Muktananda's gui dance, vol unteers began offering
medi cal services through the Shree Miktananda Mobil e Hospital; and

VWHEREAS, |In the 1980s, Gurumayi Chidvil asananda expanded services to
i nclude nutrition, community devel opnent, and nedical services such as a
hospital and diagnostic center, the provision of nodern eye care and
conprehensi ve dental care, a nobile clinic and tubercul osis and H V/ Al DS
prograns; and

VWHEREAS, Gurumayi Chidvil asananda's dedication to the health of
others is what I|ed her to establish The PRASAD Project as a central
organi zation to oversee and support humanitarian projects around the
wor | d; and

VWHEREAS, Since its inception in 1992, The PRASAD Project has
sponsored nmany inportant humanitarian projects around the world to
i nprove the quality of life for econom cally disadvant aged peopl e; and

WHEREAS, In 2016, The PRASAD Project achieved Gold Level GuideStar
nonprofit profile level, which denonstrates this vital organization's
deep conmmitnent to financial accountability and openness about its
m ssi on and goal s; and

WHEREAS, Currently, The PRASAD Project is licensed in Australia,
France and Spain, where it is dedicated to raising funds and bringi ng
gl obal visibility to PRASAD s work around the world, particularly the



prograns in India;, PRASAD Chi kitsa based in Ganeshpuri, India, touches
the lives of thousands of people through its healthcare prograns and
sust ai nabl e conmunity devel opnent initiatives; and

VWHEREAS, The PRASAD Project has locations in New York, where it
provi des dental services and dental health education to children in
Sullivan County and sone areas of U ster County; in addition, PRASAD de
Mexico offers free eye surgeries to renove cataracts and correct
strabi snmus; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormenorate the 25th Anniversary of The PRASAD Project; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to The PRASAD Proj ect.



