Senat e Resol ution No. 839
BY: Senat or VALESKY

COMVENDI NG the Oneida Jazz Festival wupon the
occasion of celebrating its 30th Anniversary from
March 9-10, 2017

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those nusical organi zations that have brought entertai nment and
cultural enrichnment to the citizens of the great State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormend the Oneida Jazz Festival upon the occasion of celebrating its
30th Anniversary from March 9-10, 2017; and

VWHEREAS, Many public school nusic prograns across the State of New
York offer jazz education in the form of ensenbles nodeled after the Big
Bands of the 1940s through present day; these groups give students
anot her avenue for self-expression, to learn self-discipline and a
chance be part of a team and

WHEREAS, 1In 1988, in an effort to further jazz education in central
New York, Tinothy Watson founded the Oneida Jazz Festival; wth the
addition of the Festival, a conpetition circuit was forned for jazz
bands around the area; and

VWHEREAS, Bands travelled fromaround the state to conpete in a
one-day festival and were adjudicated by local nusic educators or
prof essi onal nusicians fromaround Central New York; a nodest 12 bands
conpeted in the inaugural Oneida Jazz Festival; and

VWHEREAS, In the vyears since the inception of the Festival, it has
evol ved and grown in many ways; in 1997, the Director's Big Band was
added, and one year later, the Festival expanded to a two-day event,
accommodating a large influx of mddl e and senior high groups as well as
vocal jazz perforners; and

VWHEREAS, Oiginally, all the groups were divided into classes: M5,
A B, C AA and AAA; in 2002, the Festival switched froma conpetition
based systemto a Gold, Silver, or Bronze rating system in addition,
the Festival recognizes All-Stars for each class, Qutstanding Sections,
Director of the Year, and presents the Frank Mntooth Qutstanding
Musician Anmard to a qualified student; and

WHEREAS, Through its 30-year history, the Oneida Jazz Festival has
becone synonynous with quality, class and high-level education; each
year, students are afforded the opportunity to see, hear and interact
with some of the best jazz artists in the business including the Count
Basie Orchestra, Maynard Ferguson & Big Bop Nouveau Band, and the CNY
Jazz Orchestra; and

VWHEREAS, Fanpus jazzers such as Chris Vadal a, Ed Shaughnessy, Allen



Vi zzutti, Tom "Bones" Ml one, and Dave Sanuels not only wowed audi ences
with their showmanship but their ability to comunicate wth young
students; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout the [|ast three decades, nore than 120 school s
from around New York State have performed at the Oneida Jazz Festiva
with the hope of earning a Gold rating; and

VWHEREAS, Today, wunder the |um nous |eadership of Director, David

Hawt horne, the success of the Oneida Jazz Festival is in direct
correlation to the efforts of Marjorie Haw horne, N cholas Anderalli

Kat hryn Dimmel, and the Oneida Music Boosters, as well as the Oneida
Cty School District adm ni strati on, faculty and staff, whose

i nvol venent is, and always has been, characterized by an inpressive
commtnment, an unbridled enthusiasm and an unconprom si ng standard of
excel lence in all endeavors; and

WHEREAS, Artistic and cultural activities help people to lift their
mnds away from their daily routines and |ive a fuller life through
their appreciation of creativity; and the creative energy of the arts
can transl ate into i ncreased enpl oynent opportunities and the
stinmulation of community and regional businesses and economc activity;
and

WHEREAS, A true asset to society, the Oneida Jazz Festival's
di stingui shed record nerits the recognition and respectful tribute of
this Legislative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the Oneida Jazz Festival upon the occasion of celebrating its
30t h Anniversary from March 9-10, 2017; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to David Hawt horne, Director, Oneida Jazz Festival



