Senate Resolution No. 788
BY: Senat or KENNEDY

HONORING Dr. Hal Payne upon the occasion of his
retirement after 27 years of distinguished service
to Buffalo State Col | ege

WHEREAS, It is the practice of this Legislative Body to take note of
and publicly acknowl edge individuals of remarkable integrity and
character whose endeavors have enhanced the quality of education in this
great State; and

VWHEREAS, The result of many individual efforts, the excellence and
success of Buffalo State College is due in large part to the efforts of
Dr. Hal Payne; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Dr. Hal
Payne upon t he occasion of his retirenent after 27 years of
di stingui shed service to Buffalo State College; he wll officially
retire from the esteened position of Vice President of Student Affairs
on May 30, 2017; and

WHEREAS, A true inspiration and nentor, Dr. Hal Payne has served
Buffalo State College for nearly three decades; and

VWHEREAS, After receiving a bachelor's degree from Case Western
Reserve University in 1966, Hal Payne went on to earn a Juris Doctor
degree from C evel and State University in 1970; and

VWHEREAS, Early in his career, Dr. Hal Payne served as a Seni or
Associ ate for the Council for Cpportunity in Education in Wshington,
D.C., and as Administrative Assistant to a United State Representative
before being named the first President of the Council for Opportunity in
Education (COE), a Washi ngt on-based educati on associ ati on; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Hal Payne began his illustrious tenure wth Buffalo
State Coll ege as Assistant Vice President of Student Affairs in February
of 1990; he was pronpted to Vice President of Student Affairs in May of
the foll owi ng year; and

WHEREAS, In this capacity, Dr. Hal Payne has been instrunmental in
the growh of facilities and prograns which provide services to the
students; one of his first acconplishnments was the conmmissioning of a
Bl ue Ri bbon Comrittee at Buffalo State Col |l ege; and

VWHEREAS, In addition, Dr. Hal Payne spear headed renovations to many
of the school's buildings including renovations done to the Moore
Conmpl ex, Canpbell Student Union, the press box at Coyer Field, and
turning the Houston Gymmasiuminto a nodern fitness center; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering dedication to our nation's
youth, Dr. Hal Payne has spent his life and career pronoting such TR O
prograns as Upward Bound, Talent Search, and Student Support Services,



as well as in the educational devel opnent of disadvantaged youth; and

WHEREAS, Active wthin the community, Dr. Hal Payne has supported
nuner ous | ocal prograns including Read to Succeed, Just Buffalo Literary
Center and the Hillside Fam |y Foundation; he has also served as the
Comm ssioner for the Buffalo Minicipal Housing Authority, which assists
residents in Buffalo in maintaining a higher quality of life; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Hal Payne was recogni zed by the United States House of
Representatives in 2013, as having nade a direct inpact on the sake of
our country's education policy; he was al so appointed by New York State
Governor Cuonmp to serve on the NYS Council on the Arts; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Hal Payne is the proud recipient of the 2016 Higher
Education Civic Engagenent Award by the Washington Center, and Mayor
Byron Brown procl ai med February 26, 2014, as Hal Payne Day in the City
of Buffalo; and

WHEREAS, A caring, conpetent and conmtted | eader, Dr. Hal Payne's
character and integrity are the hallnmarks of his |ife and work as an
educational |eader, a comunity volunteer and as a person; and

WHEREAS, The Buffalo community is indeed fortunate and bl essed to
have had such a dedicated and respected educational |eader; his w sdom
and contributions to Buffalo State Coll ege have truly nade a difference
in the lives of those |ucky enough to have worked with him and

VWHEREAS, A significant contributor to education in New York State,
Dr. Hal Payne has continually denonstrated an inpressive dedication, an
unparal l eled devotion and an unremtting enthusiasmfor the quality of
t he educational progranms and opportunities offered at Buffalo State
College for the benefit of its faculty and students, as well as for the
entire community; and

VWHEREAS, |In conpleting his service as Vice President of Student
Affairs, Dr. Hal Payne | eaves behind nore than nmere bricks and nortar;
he | eaves behind a | egacy to the students of Buffalo State College and
to the residents of the Buffalo comunity; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Dr. Hal Payne upon the occasion of his retirenment, and to wi sh him
continued success in all of his future endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dr. Hal Payne.



