Senate Resolution No. 717
BY: Senat or MARCH ONE

COMMVENDI NG the New York State School Misic
Associ ation for its 85th year of dedicated service
to the nusic students and teachers of New York State
on March 6, 2017

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those nusical organi zations that have brought entertai nment and
cultural enrichnment to the citizens of the great State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend the New York State School Misic Association for its 85th year of
dedi cated service to the nusic students and teachers of New York State,
to be celebrated at its Annual Concert and Reception on Monday, Mrch 6,
2017, at the Enpire State Plaza in Al bany, New York; and

VWHEREAS, For 85 years, the New York State School Misic Association
(NYSSMA) has strived to advance nusic education across New York State
for its nenbership and students in nenber school prograns; and

WHEREAS, Currently, approximtely 5,000 nenbers proudly belong to
NYSSMA, and 100, 000 students participate annually in spring adjudication
festivals held around New York State; and

VHEREAS, The NYSSMA Wnter Conference attracts alnost 4,000
participants and offers about 190 workshops and showcases, and the
Sunmer Music Conference is devoted to reading nusic for potential school
use; and

WHEREAS, Each year, about 7,000 students audition for the eight
All-State performing groups, and just wunder 900 are selected to
partici pate annual ly; and

WHEREAS, NYSSMA also sponsors Miusic In Qur Schools Month (M OSM,
Musi ¢ Education's Annual Cel ebration during March which engages nusic
educat or s, students, and comunities from around the country in
pronoting the benefits of high quality nusic education prograns in
school s; and

WHEREAS, This national nmonth of nmusic will be celebrating its 45th
annual Music in Qur Schools Mnth; this year, this auspicious event wl|
feature All State Vocal and Instrunmental Jazz Ensenbles, and wll
highlight NYSSMA's commtnent to New York's two million school nusic
students and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, Music in Qur Schools Mnth began in 1973 as a single
state-w de Advocacy Day and cel ebration in New York, and has since grown
to becone a nonth-1ong cel ebration of school nusic; and

WHEREAS, Each vyear during this nonth, students from across the



country performvarious concerts in state |egislatures, <concert halls
and schools to showcase the nusical talent of America's youth; and

WHEREAS, Music has been a part of human history since mankind
di scovered its love for this beautiful and cherished art fornm it is
events such as Music in Qur Schools Mnth that allow nmusic to conti nue
to progress and evol ve; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, the support of nusic education in our nation's
school s is of utnobst inportance in continuing the devel opnent of nusi cal
talent in New York and the United States; and

WHEREAS, The arts, in whatever form depicted, are central to human
expression; they are truly a universal |anguage and their contribution
to the developnment of friendship and understandi ng anong all peopl es
cannot be underestinated; and

WHEREAS, The history, the heritage, and the lives of the people of
all countries and all cultures are portrayed in their nusic and dance;
the art and act of sharing themenriches us altogether; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those
organi zations which enhance the well-being and vitality of their
comunity and have shown a | ong and sustained commtnent to excellence
certainly have -earned the recognition and applause of all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the New York State School Misic Association for its 85th year of
dedi cated service to the nusic students and teachers of New York State;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Alan Ol off, Governnent Rel ations Chairnman, NYSSMA.



