Senat e Resol ution No. 655
BY: Senat or LANZA

COMVEMORATI NG t he 50t h Anni versary of the death of
Fat her Vi ncent Capodanno

WHEREAS, The courage and bravery of our mlitary personnel wll
ensure our continued role as a Nation which enbodies the ideals of
denocracy, and as a defender of |iberty for people throughout the world;
and

VWHEREAS, Chapl ai ns of the Arned Forces, who have served so valiantly
and honorably and devoted thensel ves to serving the nen and wonen of the
Uni ted States Arnmed Forces, deserve a special salute from this
Legi sl ati ve Body; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of the death of Father Vincent
Capodanno at a special mass led by Cardinal Tinothy M Dol an on Sunday,
Sept enber 3, 2017; and

WHEREAS, In addition, on Tuesday, Septenber 5, 2017, thousands of
people will cone together to pay just tribute to this renmarkable man and
hero at The Cathedral of the Inmmacul ate Conception in Washington, D.C. ;
and

WHEREAS, The Catholic Church has recognized that Father Vincent
Capodanno's life is worth imtating and should be held up as an exanple
to the faithful followers of the universal Church; well on his way to
bei ng canoni zed, Father Vincent Capodanno will be the 4th Anerican born
Saint in our Nation's history; and

VWHEREAS, Vi ncent Robert Capodanno was the 10th child born to Italian
i mm grants, Vincent Robert Capodanno, Sr. and Rachel Basile Capodanno on
February 13, 1929, in Staten Island, New York; through the exanple of
his parents, Vincent Jr. experienced the dignity of hard work, pride of
famly, strength of ethnic solidarity and nost especially, |love of their
Catholic faith; and

WHEREAS, The Anmerican involvenent in Wrld War Il inpacted Vincent
R. Capodanno personally wth three of his brothers serving in the
mlitary, and fostered in hima profound patriotismand overt faith; and

VWHEREAS, Vincent R Capodanno was called to share his faith by
responding to peoples’ needs in Foreign Service and subsequently,
applied and was accepted into the Catholic Foreign M ssion Society, the
Mar yknol | s; and

WHEREAS, After nine years of intensive preparation in theol ogy,
academ cs, and basic survival tactics to fulfill the order's mssion to
"Go and Teach Al Nations,"” Vincent R Capodanno conpleted his sem nary
training and was ordained in 1958, by Francis Cardinal Spellnman,



Archbi shop of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Father Vincent R  Capodanno's first assignment was with
abori gi nal Tai wanese natives in the nountains of Taiwan; after arriving
in 1959, he imrediately began studying the difficult |anguage and
acclimating to the culture of hi s future pari shi oners, t he
Hakka- Chi nese; while serving that community, he admnistered the
sacranents, taught native catechists, and distributed food and nedi ci ne;
and

VWHEREAS, After seven years, Father Vincent Capodanno returned to the
United States for | eave and then was assigned to a Maryknoll school in
Hong Kong; and

VWHEREAS, In Decenber of 1965, Father Capodanno received his
commi ssion as a Lieutenant in the United States Navy Chaplain Corps, and
was assigned to the First Marine Division in Vietnamin April of 1966;
and

VWHEREAS, As the Chaplain for the battalion, Father Vincent
Capodanno' s i medi ate focus was the young enlisted troops or "Gunts";
he was then transferred to a nedical unit, where he becanme a constant
conpanion to the Marines: living, eating, and sleeping in the sane
conditions as the nen; and

VWHEREAS, Thr oughout his tenure, Father Vincent R  Capodanno
established libraries, gathered and distributed gifts and organized
out reach prograns for the local villagers; he also spent hours
reassuring the weary and disillusioned, consoling the grieving, hearing
confessions, instructing converts, and distributing St. Christopher
medal s; and

VWHEREAS, On Septenber 4, 1967, during his second tour with the 3rd
Battalion, 5th Marines, Father Vincent R Capodanno nade the ultinmate
sacrifice; after hours of heavy fighting froma North Vi etnanmese anbush,
Fat her Capodanno, hinself seriously injured, sighted a wounded corpsnman
pinned down by an eneny nmachine gunner; he ran to the Mrine and
adm ni stered nedical and spiritual attention; and

WHEREAS, Despite being unarnmed, the eneny opened fire and Father
Vi ncent Capodanno, the victimof 27 bullet wounds, died at the young age
of 38, faithfully performng his final act as a good and faithful
servant of God; and

VWHEREAS, Post hunously awarded the Medal of Honor in 1969, Lieutenant
Vi ncent Capodanno was al so the recipient of the Navy Bronze Star nedal,
the Vietnanese Cross of Gllantry with Silver Star and the Purple Heart
Medal ; and

WHEREAS, Soon after his death, the first chapel bearing his name was
dedicated on Hill 51 in Que Son Valley, Vietnam a sinple place of
prayer and peace that he constructed of thatched pal ns and banboo; and

WHEREAS, In recognition of his |egendary bravery, numerous mlitary
chapel s were dedicated in his honor in the United States, Japan, and



Taiwan, the |last of which recognizes the m ssionary who began his work
in that country; and

VWHEREAS, A particularly prestigious nenorial was the namng of the
USS Capodanno, a ship whose notto "Duty with Honor" exenplified the

val i ant service of Father Vincent Capodanno; his nane appears on nmany
ot her veteran menorials throughout the United States honoring individual
servi cenen and certai n designated groups; and

VWHEREAS, The continuation of these acknow edgnents denonstrates the
enduring | ove and respect that Father Vincent R Capodanno inspires;
since his death in 1967, people w shing to honor his nenory have chosen
specific and el oquent ways to honor the holiness that this nman of God
radiated in his lifetime and afterward; and

VWHEREAS, The val or honored is that of an Anerican sol dier who never
fired a gun, but wielded the m ghty weapon of |love for his conrades
which was so pure that he was willing to die so that they mght live;
and

VWHEREAS, The freedons and security we cherish as Anericans cone at a
very high price for those serving in the mlitary in tims of conflict;
it is fitting and proper that we who are the beneficiaries of those who
risk their |lives, leaving their famlies behi nd, express our
appreciation and eternal gratitude for their sacrifices and courageous
acts; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of the death of Father Vincent R
Capodanno, and to pay tribute to himfor his courageous actions; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to doria Capodanno Hol man, Janmes Capodanno, Jr., Vincent
Capodanno, Robert Holman, Al Lanbert and The Father Vincent Capodanno
Fam |y Associ ati on.



