Senat e Resolution No. 639
BY: Senator COWRI E

COMVENDI NG The Fortune Soci ety upon the occasion
of celebrating its 50th Anniversary on April 17,
2017

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those organi zations within our m dst who have
made significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend The
Fortune Soci ety upon the occasion of celebrating its 50th Anniversary at
its Spring event on Mnday, April 17, 2017, at The Gty Wnery, in New
Yor k, New York; and

VWHEREAS, |In addition, Neil Barsky, Founder and Chairnman of The
Marhsall Project, and R chard Fel dman, President of the SHS Foundati on,
w Il be recognized for their steadfast and unremtting conmmtnent to
their comunities; and

VWHEREAS, Founded in 1967, The Fortune Society's strives to foster a
worl d where all who are incarcerated or fornmerly incarcerated wll
thrive as positive, contributing nenbers of society; and

VWHEREAS, This vital organization's continuum of care, inforned and
i npl emented by professionals wth cultural backgrounds and life
experiences simlar to those of their <clients, helps ensure their
success; and

VWHEREAS, Today, The Fortune Society serves approximtely 6,000
individuals annually via three New York City |ocations: their service
center in Long Island Gty, Queens, and both the Fortune Acadeny ("the
Castle”") and Castle Gardens in Wst Harlem their program nodels are
recogni zed, nationally and internationally, for their quality and
I nnovati on; and

VWHEREAS, In 2007, The Fortune Society |aunched the David Rot henberg
Center for Public Policy (DRCPP) in honor of The Fortune Society's
founder, a tireless advocate for the rights and fair treatment of people
with crimnal records; and

WHEREAS, Wiile The Fortune Society has al ways engaged in advocacy
and community education, DRCPP resourced and ranped up The Fortune
Society's policy devel opnent, advocacy, technical assistance, training,
and community education efforts; and

WHEREAS, DRCPP | everages The Fortune Society's internal expertise,
including the 1life experience of their fornmerly incarcerated staff and
clients and their first-hand experiences as a direct reentry service
provider, to advocate for a fairer crimnal justice system pronote
effective program nodel s and needed supports for people wth crimnal
justice histories, and change the counterproductive |aws and policies



that create barriers to successful conmmuni ty reentry follow ng
I nvol venent in the crimnal justice system and

VWHEREAS, For 50 years, The Fortune Society has hel ped build people's
lives by changing mnds through education and advocacy to pronote the
creation of a fair, humane and truly rehabilitative correctional system
and

VWHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormend The Fortune Society upon the occasion of celebrating its 50th
Anni versary on April 17, 2017; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to The Fortune Society.



