Senate Resolution No. 63
BY: Senator BRESLI N

HONORI NG Jeff W se post hunously upon the occasion
of his designation as recipient of +the Executive
Director's Award by the Mental Health Association in
New York State, Inc. to be celebrated on Cctober 27,
2016

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to comrend the
efforts of those individuals who provided vital nmental health services
to individuals and their famlies, and in doing so, enhanced the health
and welfare of the entire State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Jeff Wse, JD, posthunously upon the occasion of his designation as
recipient of the Executive Director's Award by the Mntal Health
Association in New York State, Inc. to be celebrated at its Annual
Awards Di nner "The Tine for Change is Now' on Thursday, October 27,
2016; and

VWHEREAS, Jeff Wse is receiving this auspicious award post hunously
in recognition of his Ileadership and dedication which helped to
transform the |lives of individuals with nental illness and their |oved
ones; and

VWHEREAS, Jeff Wse, fornmer Executive Director of the New York State
Justice Center for the Protection of People with Special Needs, worked
for nmore than 25 years on issues of New York public policy, |egislation
and advocacy involving issues touching on nmultiple underserved or
speci al popul ati ons; and

WHEREAS, During his illustrious career in public policy, Jeff Wse
was engaged in a nyriad of policy and |egislative issues; he had
extensi ve experience in advocacy efforts, to which he brought his skills
in negotiation, legislative bill drafting, research studies, and policy
papers; and

VWHEREAS, From 2007-2013, Jeff Wse served as President/CEO of the
New York State Rehabilitation Association, a statew de association
advocati ng for provi ders serving individuals wth devel opnental
disabilities and behavi oral health chall enges; and

VWHEREAS, Jeff Wse was an active nenber of the Tinothy's Law
Canpai gn, a coalition of organizations who successfully won the passage
of New York's nental health parity provisions now in state insurance
| aw; and

WHEREAS, In addition, Jeff Wse was active in authoring |egislation
regardi ng honel ess policy, rent increase exenptions for people wth
disabilities living in rent-regulated or subsidized housing and ot her
matters invol ving underserved popul ati ons; and



VWHEREAS, This outstanding nman enbodied all the qualities of an
i ndividual who has dedicated his life to helping individuals with

di sabilities; throughout this distinguished career, the hallmark of
Jeff's work was his intelligence, conpassion and understandi ng of the
needs of those in the disability conmunity; and

WHEREAS, Jeff Wse's advocacy and tireless efforts have hel ped
i nprove the lives of countless New Yorkers and his |legacy will continue
for many years to cone; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Jeff Wse, JD, posthunously upon the occasion of his designation
as recipient of the Executive Director's Award by the Mental Health
Association in New York State, Inc.; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Jeff Wse.



