Senat e Resol ution No. 597
BY: Senator BRESLI N

HONORI NG Judge Stephen and Ellie Safranko upon the
occasion of their designation as recipients of the
Pillars of the Community Award by the Sidney Al bert
Al bany Jewi sh Community Center

WHEREAS, Individuals who give of their tine and energies and serve
the best interests of their conmunities are an asset beyond remuneration
and cannot be sufficiently extolled; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to acknow edge
outstanding individuals whose professional lives, personal endeavors,
and community service are an exanple and inspiration to their
col | eagues, friends, famly, and community; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Judge Stephen and Ellie Safranko upon the occasion of their designation
as recipients of the Pillars of the Comunity Award by the Sidney Al bert
Al bany Jewish Community Center, to be celebrated on Sunday, April 30,
2017; and

WHEREAS, Each year, this prestigious awards cerenony recognizes
individuals for their contributions to the Center and the Jew sh
comunity-at-large by acting as noral pillars and di spensers of w sdom
and advice, providing continued service and |eadership, and acting
generously in the spirit of Tzedakah; and

VWHEREAS, Wdely known for their extraordinary dedication to |Israel
and t he | ocal comunity, Judge Stephen and Ellie Safranko's
phi |l ant hropi ¢ and | eadershi p endeavors continue to inspire all of those
who are |l ucky enough to know them and

VWHEREAS, Born in Al bany, New York to the |late Aaron and Betty
Tinkle, Ellie Safranko graduated from Albany Hi gh School and the
Uni versity of Bridgeport before earning her master's degree from Russel
Sage Col | ege; and

WHEREAS, Throughout her illustrious career in education, Ellie
Saf ranko taught in the Al bany Public Schools, the Ashland, Massachusetts
Public Schools, and retired from Rensselaer City Schools in 1997; she
currently supervises student teachers at the Coll ege of Saint Rose; and

VWHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commitnent to the
community, Ellie Safranko has been an active nenber of several community
and charitabl e organi zations including CBE Sisterhood, the Rensselaer
Teachers Association, the New York State Retired Teachers Associ ation,
the Gty Club of Albany and the St. Peter's Hospital Auxiliary; and

WHEREAS, Ellie Safranko was the first elected Secretary of
Congregation Beth Enmeth and the first wonman President of Daughters of



Sarah Nursing Hone; she currently serves as Secretary of the Board of
t he Daughter of Sarah Housing Conpany; and

VWHEREAS, Judge St ephen Safranko was born in New York City and is the
son of +the l|ate Abraham and Anne Safranko; he is a graduate of the
Al bany Acadeny, Union Coll ege and Boston University School of Law, and

VWHEREAS, Admitted to the bar in the State of New York in 1968, Judge
Stephen Safranko remains engaged in the private practice of lawin
Al bany; throughout his career, he has served as assistant public
defender for Al bany County, was appointed Recorder and Traffic Count
Judge by the | ate Mayor Erastus Corning Il, and served as Albany Gty
Court Judge until 1996; and

WHEREAS, Judge Stephen Safranko is an active nenber of Congregation
Beth Enmeth and has served on its Board of Trustees; furthernore, he was
President of both the Al bany-Schenectady Magi strates Association and
Daughters of Sarah Jew sh Foundation; and

WHEREAS, Havi ng served on the Executive Conmittee of the Geater
Al bany Jewi sh Federation, Judge Stephen Safranko is also a forner Board
Menber of the Leukemi a Society, Honme Aide Service of Eastern New York,
Chapel House, the New York State Holocaust Comm ssion, the Al bany
Tercent enni al Commi ssion, the Al bany Conmi ssion on the Bicentennial of
the United States Constitution and a director of the Arbor Hil
Community Center; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by
I ndividuals for the benefit of others which Judge Stephen and Ellie
Saf ranko have di spl ayed t hroughout their lives; and

WHEREAS, Wth them t hroughout have been their children, Abby (Marc)
and Andrew (Julie), and three grandchildren, Arielle, Al exis and Chad,
all of whomfeel privileged to be a part of their lives and rejoice in
their achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, It has always been the objective of this Legislative Body
to honor and support those individuals who have displayed their
commtnent to the betternent of their communities, and it is the intent
of this Legislative Body to inscribe upon its records, this tribute to
Judge Stephen and Ellie Safranko, that future generations may know and
appreciate their admrable character, their many benevol ent deeds, and
their respect and esteem in which they are held by their peers; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Judge Stephen and Ellie Safranko wupon the occasion of their
designation as recipients of the Pillars of the Community Award by the
Sidney Al bert Al bany Jewi sh Conmunity Center; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Judge Stephen and Ellie Safranko.



