Senat e Resol ution No. 583
BY: Senat or PARKER

COMVENDI NG Grenada, Carriacou & Petite Martinique
upon the occasion of its 43rd Anniversary of
| ndependence

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
t hose of true purpose and worthy acconplishnent who foster a spirit of
comunity and service and, simultaneously, work diligently to preserve
their rich cultural heritage; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Grenada, Carriacou & Petite Martinique upon the occasion of its
43rd Anni versary of |ndependence to be cel ebrated at a Ball on Saturday,
February 11, 2017, at El Caribe Country Club in Brooklyn, New York; and

VWHEREAS, The thenme of the 2017 Independence Ball is "Forging
Toget her for Continued National Devel opnent; and

VWHEREAS, This years honorees include: Education, Paul denent PhD,
Medi ci ne/ Sci ence: Rahymm Frederick; Comunity Service: The Benjamn
Fam |ly; and Sports: Kirani Janes, Bralin Taplin, Alleyne Francique; and

WHEREAS, The State of G enada consists of three islands- G enada,
Carriacou and Petite Martinique which form the southern end of the

Wndward |Islands; with a population over 100,000, it Ilies between
Trinidad and Tobago to the south and St. Vincent and the Grenadines to
the north in the Eastern Caribbean; it is also 100 mles north of

Venezuel a and 158 ni | es sout hwest of Barbados; and

VWHEREAS, Fornerly colonized for many years, first by the French and

then by the British, the islands of G enada still retain traces of these
European influences in their culture, architecture and place nanes; its
capital, St. George's, is located on the southwest coast of G enada and

Is the seat of governnent and the main commercial center; and

VWHEREAS, Before the 14th Century, the Carib Indians who displaced
the earlier population of Arawak |Indians settled in Grenada; Christopher
Colunmbus during his third voyage to the newworld in 1498 sited the
i sland and naned it Concepcion; and

VWHEREAS, The origin of the name "Grenada” is anbiguous but it 1is
likely that Spanish sailors renaned the island for the city of G anada
in Spain; the French then adapted Granada to Grenade, and the British
foll owed suit, changing G enade to G enada; and

VWHEREAS, European settlenent was slowto follow due to the fierce
resistance of the warlike Carib I ndi ans; t he I sl and remai ned
un-col onized for nore than 150 years although Britain and France fought
for control; the French gained control of the island in 1672 and held
onto it until the British successfully invaded the island in 1762 during



the Seven Years' War and acquired Genada by the Treaty of Paris in
1763; al though the French regained control in 1779, the island was
restored to Britain in 1783 by the Treaty of Versailles; and

WHEREAS, During the 18th Century, the British established sugar
pl antations and sl ave | abor was brought in fromAfrica to work on the
estates; natural disasters in the late 18th century destroyed the sugar
fields and paved the way for the introduction of other crops; cacao,
cotton, nutneg and other valuable spices were introduced and G enada
assunmed a new i nportance to European traders; and

VWHEREAS, Sl avery was outlawed in 1834 at which the slave population
had reached 24,000; national political consciousness took shape
t hroughout the | abor novenment and Grenada joined the Federation of the
West Indies in 1958; and

VWHEREAS, Wen the Federation was dissolved in 1962, G enada evol ved
first into an Associated State with internal self government in 1967,
Grenada' s I ndependence  was attai ned in 1974 and it becane a
constitutional nonarchy, with a Prinme Mnister and Queen Elizabeth Il as
Head of State, represented by the Governor Ceneral; and

VWHEREAS, Through their | ong and sustained commtnent to freedom the
peopl e of Grenada, Carriacou & Petite Mrtinique have so heroically
advanced that spirit of united purpose and shared concern which is the
unal terabl e mani festation of our shared humanity; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend G enada, Carriacou & Petite Martinique upon the occasion of its
43rd Anni versary of Independence; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to HE Danme Ceceile LaGenade, GVCMG OBE, PhD Gover nor
Ceneral of Genada; Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith Mtchell Prine Mnister; and
Hon. Rosenmary Wl sh, Consul ate General of New York.



