Senate Resolution No. 5781

BY: Senator GRI FFO
COMVENDI NG the Masonic Medical Research Institute
upon the occasi on of cel ebrating its 60t h

Anni versary on June 21, 2018

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
commend and recogni ze those esteened individuals and institutions within

t he medi cal comunity for their extraordi nary and sustai ned
contributions to the progress of nedicine and the inprovenent of [life;
and

WHEREAS, Medical research is vital to the current health care needs
of all citizens and contributes to the advancenent of future nedical
br eakt hr oughs; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend the Masonic Medical Research Institute upon the occasion of its
60t h Anniversary to be celebrated at an event on Thursday, June 21,
2018; and

WHEREAS, Since its inception, the scientific breakthroughs at the
Masoni ¢ Medi cal Research Laboratory (MVRL), renaned the Masonic Medi cal
Research Institute in 2018, have hel ped generate new heart nedications,
devel oped diagnostic procedures for t he managenent of cardi ac
arrhythm as and advanced |ifesaving technologies; these nonunental
achi evenents have contributed i measurably to a reduction in nortality
from heart disease; and

WHEREAS, In the |ate 1940s nedi cal experts recogni zed that rheumatic
di seases were highly prevalent in the United States, followed by
cardi ovascul ar disease and kidney disease; subsequently, it was
determined that a |l|arge percentage of heart disease cases originated
fromrecurring attacks of rheumatic fever in childhood; and

VWHEREAS, Due to the need to establish a | ong-range program of basic
medi cal research, Gand Masters Gay H Brown and Raynond C. Ellis |ed
the effort to establish the Masoni ¢ Foundation for Medical Research and
Human Welfare, which was incorporated on Cctober 23, 1947, for the
pur poses of studying this correlation; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1955, Foundation nenbers coordinated with the Directors
of the Masonic Hall and Asylum Fund to secure |and for the construction
of a new | aboratory; they found a two acre parcel on the grounds of the
Masonic Care Community in Uica, New York, just 500 yards west of the
Tonpki ns Menorial Chapel; the building was conpleted in June of 1958,
and the facility was turned over to the Foundation at a cerenpny on June
21, 1958, attended by, anong others, Guand Master Lloyd Jones and
Governor Averell Harrimn; and

VWHEREAS, John Murray Steele, MD., Professor of Medicine at New York



Uni versity College of Medicine and Director of New York University
Research Service at Coldwater Menorial Hospital was chosen as the
| aboratory's first Director of Research; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1960, Gordon K. Mye, MD., Ph.D., Chairman of Physi ol ogy
at Upstate Medical Center of the State University of New York at
Syracuse, succeeded Dr. Steele as Director of Research; throughout his
long and illustrious tenure, Dr. Mdwe hel ped the | aboratory establish a
prestigi ous reputation worldw de; through his research, the diagnosis
and treatnent of cardiac di sease had advanced significantly and cardiac
el ectrophysi ol ogy research was born at the | aboratory; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout the 1960s and thereafter, the MVR becane a
wel | - est abl i shed wor | d- f anous prem er research institution, wth
trai ning of several Predoctoral and Postdoctoral Fellows; on January 16,
1976, the nane of the Laboratory was changed fromthe Masoni c Foundation
for Medical Research and Human Wel fare to the Masonic Medical Research
Laboratory; and

WHEREAS, During the 1970s and early 1980s, in addition to cardiac
el ectrophysi ol ogy, cancer and nmuscul ar dyst rophy progr ans wer e
established; the experinental cardiology group began nmaki ng significant
di scoveries, making it an attractive destination for young scientists
seeking cardiac el ectrophysiology training, as well as those interested
in research; Dr. Moe worked with notable researchers, such as Nornman
O sen, Ph.D., Verner J. Wlff, Ph.D, Jaok Han, MD., Ph.D., Carlos
Mendez, MD., Geg Ferrier, Ph.D., and many others, all of whom hel ped
establish a prestigious reputation for the |aboratory worldw de, in the
di agnosi s and treatnent of cardiac diseases; Dr. Me retired in 1984,
and

VWHEREAS, Many additions were made to the facility inthe md to
| at e-1980s including the Max L. Kami el Library, the Guy R Vandernosten
Computer Facility, and the Raynond C. Ellis Tree of Humanity, which is
| ocated in the front |obby; in 1988, the second story addition of the
Royal Arch Masons Wng was conpl eted; and

WHEREAS, I n the 1990s, the first gene responsible for sudden cardiac
death was discovered; the Laboratory nade additional advancenents in
treatnents for cardiac diseases such as abnormal heart rhythns, QI
syndrone, and Brugada syndrone; the |aboratory al so expanded out si de of
cardi ol ogy research, <creating new prograns such as the i mmnol ogy
program and t he nol ecul ar bi ol ogy program and

WHEREAS, 1In 2002, the MVR announced the establishnment of the
Mol ecul ar CGenetics program and assenbled a teamof top researchers to
I nvestigate the cause of sudden death caused by abnormal heart rhythm
MVRI's storied history of research contributed to the devel opnent of the
pacemaker, inplantable cardioverter defibrillator (1CD), automati c
external defibrillator (AED), catheter ablation therapy and a w de
variety of drugs used to treat heart disease; and

VWHEREAS, From 1998-2008, death from heart di sease decreased by 25%
in the United States, largely due to MVRI's significant research inpact;



during this period the |aboratory began research on human heart tissue
in collaboration with the Mhawk Valley Heart Institute; and the
| aboratory discovered direct evidence |inking sudden infant death
syndrone to an abnormal heart rhythm and

VWHEREAS, | n June of 2017, the Laboratory announced a nmulti-mllion
dollar renovation of its second and third floors, resulting in the

noder ni zati on of 6,800 square feet of new |aboratory space that wll
of fer over 40 new research jobs; in |light of the significant
noder ni zati on and expansion for the facility, the Board of Directors
renanmed the | aboratory the Masoni ¢ Medical Research Institute (MVRI), to
enconpass the expanding program and vision for the future of the
research there; and

WHEREAS, The Board of Directors proudly announced the appoi nt nent of
the first woman in the | aboratory's history as Director of Research, Dr.
Maria Kontaridis, Ph.D., who cane from Harvard Medi cal School and Beth
| srael Deaconess Medical Center in Boston where she also served as
Director of the Basic Cardiovascul ar Research Program and

WHEREAS, For its trenendous inpact on the conmunity, the Uica
Chanber of Commerce again nanmed the MVRI as the 2017 Business of the
Year in the Not-for-Profit wth wunder 50 Enployees Category; the
| aborat ory was previously honored with this distinction in 2007; and

VWHEREAS, After 60 vyears, the MV continues to serve as a
frontrunner in cutting edge basic and translational research; its
scientific discoveries continue to inspire hundreds of talented students
to pursue careers in Science, Technol ogy, Engineering and Mat hematics by
hosting the annual "Sumrer Fellowship Program in which the next
generation of scientists is offered the opportunity to work side-by-side
wi th highly acconplished research staff; and

WHEREAS, The State of New York has long been a I|eader in nedical
research and treatnent, and nunmerous individuals and institutions in New
York State have assunmed worl dwi de | eadership roles in both research and
treatnent of life-threatening illnesses; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body paused in its deliberations to
commend the Masonic Medical Research Institute upon the occasion of
celebrating its 60th Anniversary on June 21, 2018; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dr. Maria Kontaridis, Director of Research; David F.
Schneewei ss, Chairman of the MVRI Board of Directors; Alvaro F. Quiroga
- Sanchez, President of the MVRI Board of Directors; and to each nenber
of the Masonic Medical Research Institute Board of Directors.



