Senate Resolution No. 574
BY: Senator LITTLE

COVMEMORATI NG t he 200t h Anni versary of Fort Ml ler
Church of Fort MIller Island, Fort MIller, New York,
to be cel ebrated October 15-16, 2016

WHEREAS, Religious institutions, and the many spiritual, social and
educational benefits they confer, play a vital role in the devel opnment
of the noral fabric of a responsible citizenry; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the tradition of this State and this Nation to pay
tribute to those institutions and individuals who have contributed to
the ethical and spiritual values of their communities; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body takes pleasure in commenorating the
200t h Anniversary of Fort MIler Church of Fort Mller |Island, Fort
MIler, New York, to be celebrated Cctober 15-16, 2016; on Sat urday,

there will be nusic, historical presentations, artifact tours, and
seasonal food offerings, as well as a birthday cake; on Sunday, a
re-enactnment of a 1816 Dutch inspired Church Service wll be held

foll owed by a | uncheon; and

WHEREAS, Thi s auspicious celebration will conmenorate the begi nnings
of what is now considered an intact exanple of a 19th Century church and
community conplex; the conplex, |isted on the National Register of

Hi storic Places in 1996, was built on land given to the community by the
Bl eeker famly of Al bany; and

VWHEREAS, Longtine organi st and nusic director, Debbie Anderson, wl|
open the celebration; the nusical prelude will be played on the hybrid
pipe organ located in the church's bal cony; the organ was updated for
sound anplification and donated by JimPetit who served as the church
organist for 50 years before turning the reins over to Ms. Anderson in
t he 1990s; and

VWHEREAS, Mal col m Sanders, who grew up attending the church sernons
and now serves as the main archivist, will provide an overview of the
bui | di ngs uses over the years; it began as a neetinghouse open for al
Protestant denom nations; in 1822, the Refornmed Protestant Dutch Church
was fornmed and remains active to this day; and

WHEREAS, Local historians fromthe Washi ngton County and Fort M|l er
Hi storical Societies will talk about Fort MIller as a conmmunity both
before 1816 and through the present day; and

WHEREAS, Gven the beauty of the church's architecture, Bill
Krattinger of the New York State Departnent O Hi storic Preservation
will share his know edge of why the conpl ex was added to the Nationa
Regi ster of Historic Places; and

WHEREAS, Fort M Il er Church stands on the threshold of tonorrow,
prepared to neet the challenges of the com ng decades whil e retaining



that spiritual resolve which characterizes its past; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to take note of
enduring religious institutions and to bring such institutions to the
attention of the people of this Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 200t h Anniversary of Fort MIler Church of Fort Mller
I sl and, Fort MIller, New York, to be observed Cctober 15-16, 2016, fully
confident that this commenoration reflects the belief in those val ues
whi ch enhance the dignity and purpose of life; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Fort MIIer Church.



