Senate Resolution No. 5704
BY: Senator PHI LLIPS

COMVEMORATI NG the 9th Annual St. Baldrick's Shave
Of and the 4th Annual Ladies N ght, in honor of
Ai den Bi nkl ey

WHEREAS, The State of New York takes great pride in helping to
i ncrease awar eness and under standi ng of chil dhood cancers which affect
citizens across our great State and throughout the nation; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zations, individuals, and events which devote thenselves to the
wel fare of the community and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 9th Annual St. Baldrick's Shave Of and the 4th Annual
Ladies Night, in honor of 11 year-old Aiden Binkley, a resident of
Floral Park, New York, who passed away on Decenber 30, 2010, after
|l osing his battle with stage 4 rhabdonyosarcona; Aiden is one of 1,600
St. Baldrick's honored kids; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is further proud to recognize the
outstanding efforts of Aiden's Arny to raise funds for childhood cancer
research in honor of A den Binkley; and

WHEREAS, The St. Baldrick's Shave Of was held on Saturday, Apri
28, 2018, in the parking lot of Trinity Restaurant in Floral Park, New
York; one of the largest St. Baldrick's events on Long Island to date,
200 peopl e got their heads shaved and $400, 000 was rai sed; and

VWHEREAS, The St. Bal drick's Ladies N ght was held on Thursday, Apri
26, 2018, at The Inn at New Hyde Park, New Hyde Park, New York, hosted
by the Wadnesday Mdther's Cub, a local club which has represented the
Floral Park community for 70 vyears; this favorable event raised
$146, 000; and

VWHEREAS, Mre children are lost to cancer in the United States than
any other disease, in fact, nore than many other childhood diseases
conbi ned; before they turn 20, about one in 285 children in the United
States will have cancer, and worldwi de, a child is diagnosed every two
m nut es; and

WHEREAS, Only 4% of United States federal funds for cancer research
is solely dedicated to childhood cancer research; the St. Baldrick's
Foundation was established to fill this gap by providing funding to
research prograns worl dwi de through |ocal fundraising events; and

WHEREAS, St. Baldrick's Foundation is a well-respected national
organi zation which operates via the local |evel through nei ghborhood



head shaving events and "Do Wat You Want" fundraising initiatives;
nearly half a mllion shaved heads later, they are still the nost
popul ar fundraiser; and

WHEREAS, Kids with cancer often |ose their hair during treatnment; as
a "shavee,” an individual will shave their head to show their support,
and in the process, inspire friends and famly to donate to childhood
cancer research; and

VWHEREAS, The renmarkable donors and volunteers of St. Baldrick's
Foundati on have enabl ed the organi zation to fund over $230 mllion in
chil dhood cancer research grants which are given to nore than 300
i nstitutions throughout the United States; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2008, Father John O Farrell at Qur Lady of Victory in
Floral Park, New York, asked Bob GaNun to shave his head for kids with
cancer; the next year, Bob and his wife, Tricia, noved the head-shaving
event to the Trinity Restaurant, where it has becone an annual occasion
for their village; and

WHEREAS, At the heart of the event is Aiden Binkley, whom Vol unteer
Event Organizer Bob GaNun net when Aiden was battling cancer; in
response to the tragic loss of Aiden, his young brothers, Jake and
Devin, formed Aiden's Arny in 2011, to inspire kids to shave their heads
for St. Baldrick's Foundation; and

WHEREAS, Aiden's Arny is unique due to 90% of those who get their
heads shaved are children; in 2014, St. Baldrick's Ladies N ght (SBLN)
was fornmed when the Wednesday Mother's Club teanmed up with Aiden's Arny,
and concurrently ran a cupcake sale, raising $1,000 in a few short
hours; four years |ater, the cupcake sales evolved into an annual St.
Bal drick's Ladies N ght D nner which has rai sed $200, 000 cunul ati vel y;
and

WHEREAS, Today, through the steadfast efforts of Aiden's brothers,
his parents, Lisa and Mchael Binkley, and his aunt, Terry Binkley
Pat erno who serves as Chairperson of SBLN, Floral Park's annual honetown
shave event continues to honor Aiden's nenory and his positive attitude
whi ch has inspired many throughout the |ast seven years; when Aiden was
di agnosed, he truly believed he got cancer to cure cancer; and

WHEREAS, Since its first shave event, Aiden's Arny and SBLN has
raised nore than $2,000,000 for cancer research; in 2018, the two
Village of Floral Park events were ranked sixth in the world for
donations raised for the St. Baldrick's Foundation; currently, through
i ncreased chil dhood cancer research, approximately 90% of kids with the
nost comon type of cancer will live; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have the opportunity to
express its highest admration for Aiden's Arnmy and St. Baldrick's
Foundation, and to wi sh both organi zations continued success in all its
wort hy endeavors; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to



commenorate the 9th Annual St. Baldrick's Shave O f, and the 4th Annual
Ladi es Night, in honor of Aiden Binkley; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Aiden's Arny.



