Senat e Resol ution No. 5658
BY: Senat or ADDABBO

HONORI NG The Wave newspaper upon the occasi on of
celebrating its 125th Anniversary

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor and
recogni ze those journalism and nedia outlets which, through their
coverage of |ocal, state, and national issues have shared current and
hi storical events with their readers; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
The Wave newspaper upon the occasion of celebrating its 125t h
Anni versary; and

WHEREAS, The Wave 1is justly known as "Rockaway's Newspaper since
1893, " when printing shop owner Janes Keenan, in the wake of a terrible
fire that burned down the entire seaside section of the Rockaway
Peni nsul a, decided | ocal residents needed their own paper devoted to
community news; and

WHEREAS, What started as one printed sheet of paper detailing news
about the Rockaway fire in Septenber of 1892, officially becanme The Wave
newspaper on May 28, 1893, when Keenan published the first edition; and

WHEREAS, Over the years, The Wave noved to a variety of |ocations,
and was operated by a nunber of different publishers, including B.F.
Ashley, DDW Mirray, his son Herbert Mirray, and Leon Locke, who
pur chased the paper in 1975; and

VWHEREAS, In 1987, Leon Locke was able to nove The Wave to its
current |ocation at 88-08 Rockaway Beach Boul evard, which was very cl ose
to the quarters the newspaper occupied from 1905 to 1976; and

WHEREAS, Throughout its 125 years of publishing, The Wve has
chronicled the Ilives of the people who |ive on the Rockaway Peni nsul a,
bringing themlocal news, entertainnent, editorial opinion, and an
extraordi nary sense of comunity; and

WHEREAS, |In 2001, Leon Locke, who had just cel ebrated 26 years of

publ i shing The Wave, suddenly passed away; he is still deeply mssed in
the Rockaway community where he served on Comunity Board 14, as
festival chairman of the Rockaway Music and Arts Council, as a board

menber of the Rockaway Chanber of Commerce, and as a foundi ng nenber of
t he Peni nsul a Vol unt eer Anmbul ance Corps; and

VWHEREAS, Leon's w fe, Susan Locke, took over as publisher of The
Wave after his death, ensuring that Rockaway' s bel oved and respected
newspaper of record would continue bringing necessary news to residents
of the Peninsula; and

VWHEREAS, In 2012, The Wave offices suffered severe water and ot her



damage from Hurricane Sandy, which led the staff to tenporarily nove to
an unaffected upstairs office dubbed "The Wave Cave" to keep publishing
whi | e building repairs were being nade; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great pleasure that this Legislative Body
acknow edges this excepti onal media outlet and its val uabl e
contributions to the comunity, fully confident that it will continue to
enj oy the successes it has experienced thus far; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor The WAve newspaper upon the occasion of celebrating its 125th
Anni versary, and to recognize its admrable resiliency, and its many
positive contributions to Rockaway, the Borough of Queens, and the State
of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Susan Locke, Publisher, The \Wave.



