Senate Resol ution No. 5416
BY: Senat or JACOBS

CONGRATULATI NG Tom Dee wupon the occasion of his
retirement after many years of dedicated service as
Pr esi dent of Erie Canal Har bor Devel opnent
Cor por ati on

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor those distinguished citizens of this great Enpire State who have
devoted thenselves to faithfully serving the best interests of their
comunity and the needs of its residents; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratulate Tom Dee wupon the occasion of his retirenment after many
years of dedicated service as President of Erie Canal Harbor Devel opnent
Cor poration; and

WHEREAS, Tom Dee currently serves as President of Erie Canal Harbor
Devel opnment Corporation (ECHDC), an organization in Buffal o dedicated to
the revitalization of the city's waterfront, working to nmake Canal si de
and the Quter Harbor a |leading synbol of the New Buffalo; he wll
officially retire fromthis esteened position on Friday, June 29, 2018;
and

VWHEREAS, For nearly five decades, Tom Dee has been a dedicated and
val uable |eader of the ECHDC team and a tirel ess chanpion for Buffalo's
wat erfront; he has worked with his staff to transform Canalside from a
bl eak brownfield site into the vibrant and attractive destination it is
t oday; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his illustrious tenure, Tom Dee has been
instrumental in the truly remarkable transfornmation of the waterfront
whi ch i ncludes programm ng and the construction of nmultiple Canalside
projects now attracting nore than 1.5 mllion people each year; and

VWHEREAS, The Commercial Slip, Connecting Term nal G ain Elevator
Li ghting, Boardwal k, the Historically Aligned Canals, One Canalside,
Queen City Bike Ferry and Harborcenter are anong the many waterfront
success stories established under the able | eadership of Tom Dee; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, on the Quter Harbor, visitors are enjoying
Buffalo Harbor State Park, WIkeson Pointe, nunmerous trails, and
upgr aded boating facilities; and

VWHEREAS, As a native Buffalonian, Tom Dee shares all Wstern New
Yorker's love and pride for the waterfront and its inportance in the
city's history; he counts the success of Canal side as a highlight of his
nearly 50-year career; and

VWHEREAS, The success of ECHDC is in direct correlation to the
efforts of Tom Dee, whose involvenent is, and always has been,



characterized by an inpressive commtnent, an unbridled enthusiasm and
an unconprom sing standard of excellence in all endeavors on behal f of
t he organi zation and the conmunity it serves; and

WHEREAS, In his capacity as President, Tom Dee served with |oyalty,
honor and distinction, earning the admration, esteemand affection of
his col | eagues; and

WHEREAS, Wth him throughout has been his wi fe, Rosanne, who has
shown him | ove and support and rejoices in his many achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the occurrence of such a conpassionate
blending of strength, |eadership, intellect, and commtnent as that
denonstrated by Tom Dee over a lifetinme of sacrifice and dedication to
ot hers; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Tom Dee upon the occasion of his retirement after many
years of dedicated service as President of Erie Canal Harbor Devel opnent
Corporation, and to w sh him continued success in all of his future
endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Tom Dee.



