Senate Resolution No. 527
BY: Senat or STAVI SKY

RECOGNI ZI NG t he cel ebration of Septenber 25, 2017,
as Bangl adeshi Immgrant Day by the Miktadhara
Foundat i on

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize that
t he peopl e of this State acknow edge significant nmilestones of
hi stori cal inportance; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
recogni ze the celebration of Septenber 25, 2017, as Bangl adesh
| mm grant Day by the Miktadhara Foundation; and

VWHEREAS, Bangl adeshi inmmgrants started arriving in the United
States in the late 19th Century; they left behind the hard economc and
political times of the still developing Bangladesh which achieved
I ndependence from Paki stan in 1971; and

VWHEREAS, The cel ebration of Bangl adesh | ndependence Day rem nds us
of the ancient culture which has energed as one of the forenost exanples
of the integration of various |anguages and cultures to realize a nation
whi ch i1ncorporates varied backgrounds and histories to provide for an
I ndependent nation; and

VWHEREAS, Bangl adeshi - Anericans have contributed to the |eadership,
econony and vitality of our great State and Nation; they have becone
engaged in comunity |life and are represented anong a wde array of
professions working together in the Ilabor force, with nmany of them
hol di ng professional or managerial positions; and

VWHEREAS, In the last 50 years, Bangl adeshi immgration has increased
substantially with a half-mllion people residing in the United States;
and

WHEREAS, The New York City nmetropolitan area has tens of thousands
of Bangl adeshi inmm grants residing there and nany have found a new hone
in communities in the borough of Queens; and

VWHEREAS, Bangl adeshi immigrants in New York have established
di aspora organi zations to pronote the Bengali |anguage, «culture and
assi st the region's devel opnent; and

VWHEREAS, On Septenber 19, 1974, Bangl adesh was accorded nenbership
in the United Nations; and

WHEREAS, On Septenber 25th, Shei k Miji bur Rahman addressed the 29th
Session of the United Nations General Assenbly in his native Bangla
| anguage even though he was fluent in English, the first tine anyone
delivered a speech in that |anguage at the U N.; and



WHEREAS, In recognition of the significance of the Septenber 25,
1974, speech at the United Nations to the Bangladeshi people, the
Mukt adhara Foundation w Il celebrate Bangladeshi Inmgrant Day on

Sept ember 25, 2017, an event which will be attended by Bangl adeshi Prine
M ni ster Shei kh Hasina; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze the celebration of Septenber 25, 2017, as Bangl adesh
| mm grant Day by the Miuktadhara Foundation; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed be
transmtted to Bishawjit Saha, President of the Miktadhara Foundati on.



