Senat e Resol ution No. 5042
BY: Senator PHI LLIPS

COMVENDI NG Honorary Captain Donald Franz upon the
occasion of his designation for special recognition
after 50 years of dedicated service to Truck Conpany
2, of the Mneola Fire Departnent

WHEREAS, Citizens across our State and Nation are inspired by and
i ndebted to our noble volunteer firefighters who exhibit courage and
bravery every day in the course of their duties; and

VWHEREAS, Vol unteer firefighters exenplify the power of human
conpassi on and the strength of the Anerican spirit through actions of
t he nost heroic magnitude; their sacrifices and their selfless
dedication merit tribute and recognition by all citizens of this great
country; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend Honorary
Captain Donald Franz upon the occasion of his designation for special
recognition after 50 years of dedicated service to Truck Conpany 2, of
the Mneola Fire Departnent to be celebrated at an event on Saturday,
May 19, 2018, at Crest Hollow Country Cub in Wodbury, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Firefighters unwaveringly serve our great State with pride,
valor, and integrity; these respected volunteers are often the first to
respond to an energency, whether the energency is a fire, transportation
accident, natural disaster, act of terrorism nedical crisis, or spill
of hazardous materials; and

WHEREAS, Donald Franz proudly served his country as a nenber of the
United States Navy; after conpleting basic training at Floyd Bennet Air
Field, he was shipped out to the Atlantic Fleet; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his mlitary service, Donald Franz
returned to his honmetown of M neola, New York, and began working for
G umman before becomng a Corrections Oficer; shortly thereafter, he
realized he wanted to pursue a career in fire service; and

WHEREAS, Since 1969, Donald "Don" Franz has been an active nenber of
Truck Conpany 2, of the Mneola Fire Departnent; throughout his tenure,
he has served "The Wrkhorse Conpany” in nunmerous capacities including
Vi ce President from 1986-1987, and President from 1988-1989; and

VWHEREAS, A ki nd and conpassi onate nman, Donald Franz chaired the Sick
Commttee for many years ensuring that anyone from the Mneola Fire
Departnment famly who was sick or injured got a visit and a gift; handy
with a wench, he helped restore the Conpany's 1939 D anond T
Fl oodl i ght; and

WHEREAS, For his steadfast and wunremtting dedication to the
Conpany, Donald Franz was the recipient of both the 1984 and 2012 Truck
2 Firefighter of the Year Award, and was el evated to the esteened rank



of Honorary Captain of Truck Conpany 2; and

VWHEREAS, Donal d Franz has also been a nenber of nunerous Truck
commttees lending his technical expertise and experience, and served as
the Departnent's First Aid Captain; and

WHEREAS, In 1988, Donald Franz received Mneola Fire Departnent's
hi ghest recognition, the prestigious Firefighter of the Year Award; and

WHEREAS, Donald Franz joined the Mneola Volunteer Anbul ance Corps
(MVAC) in 1979; he went on to beconme one of the Corps | ongest serving
active nmenbers with 37 years of service; and

WHEREAS, Through the years, Donald Franz held the titles of Captain
from 1996- 2001, and Safety O ficer from 2001-2006; he then stepped up to
fill an unexpected vacancy in the chiefs' office; one year |ater, he was
naned Honorary Chief; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his tenure, Donald Franz was the recipient of
numer ous awar ds and accol ades i ncludi ng the MWAC EMI of the Year Award,
Garden City Anmerican Legion Law and Order Award and the 1999 Nassau
County REMSCO BLS Provider of the Year Award, as well as the 2004 and
2012 EMS Leadershi p Award Honorabl e Mention by REMSCO and

WHEREAS, |In addition to his volunteer service, Donald Franz worked
for the Nassau County Sheriff's Departnent, and becane a career
firefighter with the Garden Gty Fire Departnent in 1974; and

WHEREAS, Donald Franz quickly rose through the ranks, attaining the
title of Lieutenant; in this role, he coordinated training for the new
menbers; he was nanmed the 1995 Garden City Fire Departnent Firefighter
of the Year, the only career firefighter to be bestowed wth this
esteenmed honor; in 2006, Donald officially retired fromthe Depart nent
after 32 years of service; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his 50 years of dedicated service, Donald Franz
has always been wlling to lend a hand or offer a bit of advice; he
often hel ped ot her departnents, w thout asking for any recognition; and

WHEREAS, Donald Franz is also a |ifelong nenber of Boy Scout Troop
45, where he serves as Assi stant Scout master; and

WHEREAS, Wth him throughout have been his wife, Marla; their two
sons, Chris and Bobby; and their seven grandchildren, Bryan, Tinothy,
Thomas, Janes, Jack, Stephen and M chaela, all of whom have shown him
| ove and support and rejoice in his many achi evenents; and

VWHEREAS, It takes a special dedication, a strong desire to help
others and a tireless sense of conmunity to forsake precious tine with
famly and friends to respond to the signal that a neighbor is in need;
Honorary Captain Donald Franz is such a firefighter; throughout 50 years
of devoted service, this firefighter heroically performed, above and
beyond the call of duty, those responsibilities which define the task of
fire protection; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comend Honorary Captain Donald Franz wupon the occasion of his
designation for special recognition after 50 years of dedicated service
to the Truck Conpany 2, of the Mneola Fire Departnent; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Honorary Captain Donald Franz.



