Senat e Resol ution No. 5006
BY: Senat or HAM LTON

COVMEMORATI NG t he 100t h Anni versary of the passing
of Dr. Susan M MKi nney- St eward

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and

pay tribute to those individuals wthin the nedical field who
di stingui shed thenselves through professional excell ence and who nade
significant contributions to the quality of |ife of ~citizens in the

State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormenorate the 100th Anniversary of the passing of Dr. Susan M
McKi nney- St ewar d; and

VWHEREAS, Prospect Place from New York Avenue to Nostrand Avenue was
co-naned Dr. Susan M MKi nney-Steward Place in 2008; and

WHEREAS, Susan Marie Smth was born on March 18, 1847, to Syl vanus
and Anne Smith in Weeksville, Brooklyn, New York; her unique m xed
heritage included African-Anerican, European, and Shinnecock Indian; and

WHEREAS, At a young age, Susan M Smith |learned to play the organ;
| ater, she becanme the organist for the African Methodi st Epi scopal (AME)
Church in Brooklyn; and

VWHEREAS, In 1867, Susan M Snmith becane a student at the New York
Medi cal College and Hospital for Wonmen in New York City at the age of
20; after three years, she graduated as Val edictorian on March 23, 1870;
and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Susan M Smith became the first African-Anerican wonan
to formally enter the nedical profession in New York, and the third in
the United States; from 1870 to 1895, she ran her own practice out of
her home in Brooklyn; and

WHEREAS, In 1871, Dr. Susan M Smith nmarried Reverend WIliam G
McKi nney from South Carolina, and together, the <couple raised two
chil dren; and

VWHEREAS, As her reputation grew, Dr. Susan MKinney's practice drew
interracial clientele across the social barriers; a hard-wrking and
conpassi onate wonman, she was extrenely successful as a pediatrician,
treating all kinds of childhood di seases; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Susan M MKinney opened her second clinic I n
Manhattan; during this tinme, she established the Wnen's Royal Union of
New York, and was actively involved in the Kings County Honeopathic
Soci ety; and

VWHEREAS, 1In 1881, Dr. Susan M MKinney co-founded the Wnen's



Hospital & Dispensary in Brooklyn, which l|ater becane the Menorial
Hospital for Wmnen and Children; she was also a staff nenber for her

al ma mater, New York Medical College, and managed the Hone for Aged
Col ored Peopl e; and

VWHEREAS, After the passing of her first husband, Dr. Susan M
McKi nney married Theophilus Gould Steward in 1896; she and her husband
noved to Nebraska, Montana and then Texas, where she treated many
African Anmerican Buffalo Soldiers as a Doctor for the Reginment; their
next stop was ANVES Wl berforce University in OGhio where Dr.
McKi nney- Steward hel d the position of College Physician; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Susan M MKi nney- Steward used her know edgeabl e voice
to serve as an advocate for social reformby giving public |ectures
about nedicine health and nutrition; she was also involved in canpaigns
calling for femal e suffrage and tenperance; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Susan M MKi nney-Steward was active in mssionary work
around the city and was a prolific witer of both secular and sacred
writings;, she read a paper on "Wnen in Medicine"” in 1914, before the
Nati onal Associ ation of Col ored Wrmen; and

WHEREAS, Four years later, Dr. Susan M MKi nney- Steward passed away
at Wl berforce University at the age of 71; she was laid to rest in the
G een-Wod Cenetery in her birth town of Brooklyn, and was eul ogi zed by
W E. B. DuBoi s; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Susan M MKinney-Steward's legacy lives on; in
addition to co-namng a street in Brooklyn, The Susan Smth MKinney
Junior Hi gh School and The Susan Smith MKi nney-Steward Medi cal Society
w Il forever stand as a testanment of her many good deeds, and her role
as the first African-Anmerican wonan to enter the nedical profession; and

VWHEREAS, Thr oughout her I 1lustrious life, Dr . Susan M
McKi nney- Steward served as a role nodel, not only for wonen, but for
anyone who wanted to nake the world a better place; she truly altered
and intensified our understanding of healing and society and wll
forever serve as a paradigmfor tenacity and courage; and

VWHEREAS, As a | eader I n her pr of essi on, Dr. Susan M
McKi nney- St eward provi ded herself to be a great asset to nedicine and to
the health and welfare of the citizens of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
i ndividuals of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be celebrated and recogni zed by all the <citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 100th Anniversary of the passing of Dr. Susan M
McKi nney- Steward; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this historically significant 100th Anniversary of
her passing will be conmenorated at a Cerenobny to be held at the North



East corner of Prospect Place and Nostrand Avenue with the presentation
of this Resolution her Descendants and Represent ati ves of t he
organi zations that carry on her | egacy.



