Senat e Resol ution No. 497
BY: Senator COWRI E

COWENDI NG  Queens Li brary, Briarwood Friends
Chapter as they salute Winen's Right to Vote in New
York State on February 11, 2017

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zati ons and i ndividuals who woul d devote thenselves to the welfare
of the community and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Queens Library, Briarwood Friends Chapter as they salute Wnen's
Right to Vote in New York State, to be celebrated at an event on
Sat urday, February 11, 2017; and

VWHEREAS, The Briarwood Friends Chapter at Queens Library strives to
enrich comunity |ife by fostering a relationship between the |ibrary
and its neighbors; the Friends work to increase awareness and |ibrary
use, act as Iliaisons between residents and the |ibrary, and sponsor
prograns whi ch enhance the cultural life of the residents of Queens; and

VWHEREAS, Each vyear, National African-Anerican H story Mnth 1is
celebrated in February with a nyriad of events reflecting the struggles
and victories of African-Anericans throughout our country's history and
to recognize their nunerous valuable contributions to the protection of
our denocratic society in war and in peace; and

VWHEREAS, This year, the Briarwood Friends Chapter will recognize and
remenber Charlotte E. Ray, the first female African-Anmerican Lawer; and

WHEREAS, Charlotte E. Ray was born in New York City on January 13,
1850; after graduating fromthe Howard University School of Law in 1872,
she was admitted to the District of Colunbia Bar, becom ng the first
femal e African-Anmerican |lawer in the United States; her adm ssion was
seen as a shining beacon for all wonen who sought adm ssion to the Bar;
and

WHEREAS, Charlotte E. Ray opened her own law office and ran
advertisenments in a newspaper run by Frederick Douglass; in the late
1880s, she nmarried, and eventually noved to Wodsi de, Queens where she
becane a teacher in Brooklyn; and

WHEREAS, Seen as a role nodel for many, Charlotte E. Ray was active
in the African-Anmerican Wonen's Suffrage Movenent and attended its New
York convention in 1876; she was also a vital nenber of the National
Associ ati on of Col ored Wonen where she pronoted self-help anong wonen;
and

VWHEREAS, Renenbered for her legal know edge and corporate |aw



expertise, as well as her steadfast and wunremtting commtnent to
African-Ameri can wonen, Charlotte E. Ray holds her just spot in history
as the first female African-Anerican |awer; through her selfless

commtnent and dedication, she devoted her 1life and career to the
service of others; and

WHEREAS, A singular asset to all of the citizens she has served in
the community of the State of New York, Charlotte E. Ray's life and
career are a portrait of preem nence in public service, and present a
role nodel for all who aspire to a career in public service; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnments are
brought to our attention, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Queens Library, Briarwood Friends Chapter as they salute Wnen's
Right to Vote in New York State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Queens Library, Briarwood Friends Chapter.



