Senate Resol ution No. 4961
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

COVMENDI NG Daniel |zzo wupon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknowl edge those wthin our mnmdst who have nade
significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
in peace-tine, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend Dani el
| zzo upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a Liberty
Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New York
State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behalf of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Daniel 1zzo of WMyfield, New York, is aretired United
States Navy SEAL Master Chief who served our country wth honor and
val or for 28 years; and

WHEREAS, As an elite Navy SEAL, Daniel |1zzo conpleted a dozen ngjor
depl oynents to a variety of countries including Afghanistan, Iraq,
Kuwai t, Bosni a- Her zegovi na and Li beria; throughout his esteenmed mlitary
career, he has earned over 45 conbi ned service awards, nost notably two
Bronze Star Medals, one with the conbat "V' distinction for valor and
t hree separate Conbat Action Awards; and

WHEREAS, Daniel 1zzo was selected as one of just 22 Navy SEALs to
participate in a pilot programwhich laid the ground work for how the
SEALs would fight the dobal War on Terror; this programinvol ved
sending two-nman teans into foreign countries which had a strong Al - Qaeda
presence; many of the missions Daniel participated in remain highly
classified; and

WHEREAS, During a conbat deploynent in Afghani stan, Daniel 1zzo's
team canme under attack fromrocket fire; with total disregard for his
own safety, Daniel manned a MK-19 grenade | auncher and returned fire in
order to suppress the eneny and single-handedly stopped the attack,
saving the lives of nunmerous coalition nmenbers; for his courage and
sel fl essness, he received the Bronze Star; and

WHEREAS, Dani el |zzo received a second Bronze Star for hi s



| eadership of a 236-man Navy SEAL counter insurgency unit and for
commandi ng a 23-day-long conbat operation in Northern Irag where his
team renoved 36 eneny insurgents fromthe battlefield; and

VWHEREAS, While deployed to Bosnia-Herzegovina, Daniel 1zzo worked
directly with the United States Secret Service to provide security for
Former President Bill Cinton and First Lady Hillary O inton when they
visited American service nmenbers; in 1996, Daniel helped recover the
remai ns of 34 passengers, including United States Secretary of Conmerce
Ron Brown, when their aircraft crashed into a nountainside in Croatia;
and

WHEREAS, In addition, Daniel lzzo' s team safely evacuated Anerican
personnel and their famlies from the Anerican Enbassy in Monrovia,
Li beria, while wunder continuous exposure fromrebels to snmall arns gun
fire and rocket propelled grenades; and

VWHEREAS, Daniel 1zzo was selected as the 1999 Navy SEAL of the Year,
and was i nducted into the New York State Veterans Hall of Fanme; and

VWHEREAS, Today, Daniel 1zzo serves as the Undersheriff for the
Ful ton County Sheriff's Ofice; and

VWHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nen and wonen served their country, and nust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who gave their
lives for their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be m ssing
i n action; and

WHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at honme and abroad,
Dani el lzzo denonstrat ed his love for his country and nerits
forevernore, the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, conmmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their conmunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commrend Dani el [zzo upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of
a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Daniel |zzo.



