Senat e Resol ution No. 4930
BY: Senat or MONTGOVERY

HONORI NG The Reverend Dr. Emma Jordan- Si npson upon
the occasion of her designation as recipient of the
Soj ourner Truth Award by The Brooklyn Club of the
Nat i onal Associ ati on of Negr o Busi ness and
Pr of essi onal Wnen's C ubs, Inc.

VWHEREAS, | ndividuals who give of their tine and energies and serve
the best interests of their conmunities are an asset beyond remuneration
and cannot be sufficiently extolled; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Emma Jordan- Si npson has given not only of her
time and energies but also of her conpetence, intelligence and
| eader shi p and consequently has been designhated for special honor; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor The Reverend
Dr . Emma Jordan- Sinpson upon the occasion of her designation as
reci pient of the Sojourner Truth Award by The Brooklyn dub of the
Nati onal Associ ation of Negro Business and Professional Wnen's C ubs,
Inc., to be celebrated at its 51st Annual Founders' Day Observance,
"Enpowering Comunities and Shapi ng Lives," on Saturday, April 28, 2018,
at Gargiulo's Restaurant, Brooklyn, New York; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Enma Jordan- Sinpson is the Executive Pastor of
The Concord Baptist Church of Christ in Brooklyn, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Gowing up the sixth of seven children born to a single
not her, Emma Jor dan- Si npson was the beneficiary of progranms |ike the
first generation of Head Start and free after-school prograns run by
| ocal churches; and

VWHEREAS, Subsequently, Emma Jordan- Si npson knew from an early age
that she wanted to live a |life of service, preaching her first sernon at
the age of 17 at House of Prayer Episcopal Church in Newark, New Jersey;
and

WHEREAS, Emma Jordan- Si npson attended public schools in Newark and
graduated from Arts H gh School in 1981; she went on to Fisk University
in Nashville, Tennessee, where she graduated with honors in 1985 with a
Bachel or of Arts degree in Religious and Philosophical Studies and
Musi c; and

WHEREAS, After graduating from Union Theol ogical Semnary with a
Master of Divinity degree in 1988, Emma Jordan- Si npson was ordai ned at
the Concord Baptist Church of Christ, becom ng the second worman in the
church's history to be set apart for the Gospel Mnistry; and

WHEREAS, This extraordinary worman received a Certificate in
Not-for-Profit WManagenent, Executive Level fromthe Col unbi a Business
School Institute in 1995, and earned a Doctor of Mnistry Degree wth
di stinction from Drew Theol ogi cal School in 2009; and



VWHEREAS, As a bi - vocat i onal m ni ster, Rever end Dr. Emm
Jordan- Si npson has conbined pastoral mnistry wth social justice

community engagenent; from 2007 until 2012, she served as the Executive
Director of the Children's Defense Fund, an organization which works to
ensure every child a Healthy Start, a Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe
Start and a Moral Start in life; and

VWHEREAS, A true asset to her comunity, Reverend Dr. Emm
Jordan- Si npson currently serves on the Board of Trustees of the Brooklyn
Community Foundation, Union Theol ogical Sem nary, t he Weeksvill e

Heritage Society, and the Concord Christ Fund; she is also chair of the
OCFS Brooklyn for Brooklyn Conmunity Advi sory Board; and

WHEREAS, Wth her throughout have been her husband, Reverend Dr.
Gary V. Simpson, and their three children, Candace Yonina, David
M chael and Jordan Elizabeth, who have all shown her 1love and support
and rejoice in her many achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an
individual for the benefit of others which Rever end Dr. Emma
Jordan- Si npson has di spl ayed throughout her life; and

WHEREAS, It has always been the objective of this Legislative Body
to honor and support those individuals who have displayed their
commtnment to the betternent of their communities, and it is the intent
of this Legislative Body to inscribe upon its records, this tribute to
Reverend Dr. Emma Jordan-Si npson, that future generations nmay know and
appreci ate her admrable character, her nmany benevol ent deeds, and the
respect and esteemin which she is held by her peers; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor The Reverend Dr. Enma Jordan-Si npson upon the occasion of her
designation as recipient of the Sojourner Truth Award by The Brookl yn
Club of the National Association of Negro Business and Professional
Wnen's Cubs, Inc.; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Reverend Dr. Enma Jor dan- Si npson.



