Senate Resol ution No. 4846
BY: Senat or MONTGOVERY

COVMEMORATI NG  the 39th Anniversary of Black
Vet erans for Social Justice, Inc. on July 21, 2018

VWHEREAS, In the course of the evolving devel opnent of this Enpire
State, where if the ingredients of shared concern and responsive
endeavor conmbine in the comtnent to society, there have energed anong
t he di sti ngui shed citizens of the State of New York certain
or gani zati ons which warrant special recognition; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to conmend those
illustrious organizations of the State of New York whose focus and
i ntent have made a substantial inmpact on the quality of I|ife in their
conmuni ties; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 39th Anniversary of Black Veterans for Social Justice,
Inc., to be celebrated at its Gala On The Sea, Masquerade Ball Black Tie
Affair on Saturday, July 21, 2018, aboard the Cornucopia Mjesty; and

WHEREAS, On April 18, 1979, a group of veterans fromall branches of
the mlitary representing enlistees from WANI through Vietnam cane
together to provide assistance to veterans with problens; and

WHEREAS, Sone inmmediate problens faced were racism and racist
policies, little or poor medi cal and rehabilitative services,
unenpl oynent, no re-entry preparation into society; and

VWHEREAS, WMany soldiers leaving the mlitary were unaware of their
rights or the agencies willing to help thenmy sone veterans experienced
hostile social attitudes and a high percentage suffered from exposure to
the |l ethal toxin Agent Orange, and continual readjustnent obstacles; and

VWHEREAS, Job Mashariki is a Founder and was the President/CEO of
Black Veterans for Social Justice, Inc. (BVSJ); he gui ded t he
organi zati on through 31 years of service to veterans and their famlies,
as well as the community at | arge; he stepped down fromthis position
and retired on July 31, 2010; and

VWHEREAS, Based in Brooklyn, New York, BVSJ) is the |largest private
comuni ty-based agency serving New York City's veterans, their famlies
and the conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, BVSJ was devel oped as an outgromh of the social justice
novenent; the initial concern was assisting veterans of the Vietnam War
to reintegrate wth their famlies, comunities, and the greater
society; and

WHEREAS, Today, BVSJ annually serves an average of 15,000 clients,
mai ntai ns 400 units of housing and several comercial spaces, and



provi des an array of social services; and

WHEREAS, BVSJ truly believes all persons could be productive,
positive contributors to society, no nmatter what sex, race, social
class, mlitary |abels or problens may beset them all humans wi sh to do
the right thing, but do not often get the opportunity; and given a
boost, a hel ping hand, all people, particularly veterans, would respond
positively and productively; and

WHEREAS, This vital organization's roster of prograns include its
Vet eran Service Center, Supportive Services for Veteran Fam lies (SSVF),
Honel ess Veterans Reintegration Progranms, Job To Build On/Consortium O
Wor ker Education, Advocacy and Cultural Activities, Division of Housing
Managenment, Solutions to End Honel essness Program (STEHP), Food Pantry
Service, HV and AIDS Prevention and Qutreach, and Veterans Advisory
G oups (VAG; and

WHEREAS, BVSJ continues its frontline conmtnment to both active and
inactive mlitary personnel, their famlies and the cormmunity at | arge;
and

WHEREAS, Each year, BVSJ assists thousands of veterans with a nyriad
of difficulties that arise fromtransitioning frommlitary to civilian
life by providing social services support with tender loving care and a
| i stening ear; and

WHEREAS, Over its distinguished 39 year history, Black Veterans for
Soci al Justice has denpbnstrated conti nuous service to the residents and
communities which it serves; and

WHEREAS, The success of Black Veterans for Social Justice is in
direct correlation to the efforts of President/CEO Wendy McCinton, its
Board of Directors and staff, whose involvenent is, and al ways has been,
characterized by an inpressive conmtnent, an unbridled enthusiasm and
an unconprom sing standard of excellence in all endeavors on behalf of
t he organi zation and the conmunity it serves; and

WHEREAS, This auspicious occasion presents an opportunity for this
Legi sl ative Body to recognize and pay tribute to Black Veterans for
Soci al Justice; and

VWHEREAS, In light of its commtnent, dedication and successful
efforts, it is the customof this Legislative Body to extend its highest
commendation to Black Veterans for Social Justice, Inc.; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 39th Anniversary of Black Veterans for Social Justice,
Inc. on July 21, 2018; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Wendy McClinton, President/CEQ, Black Veterans for Soci al
Justice, Inc.



