Senat e Resol ution No. 4832
BY: Senator LARKIN

MOURNI NG the death of David C  Lustig, Jr.,
neritorious veteran, astute busi nessman, and devoted
menber of his community

WHEREAS, It is with feelings of deepest regret that this Legislative
Body records the passing of David C. Lustig, Jr., a preenmnent citizen
whose di stingui shed public service and caring conmtnent will |ong serve
as standards to which others mght aspire; and

WHEREAS, David C. Lustig, Jr. of Walden, New York di ed on Wednesday,
April 11, 2018, at the age of 95; and

WHEREAS, David "Dave" C. Lustig, Jr. was born to the late David C
Lustig, Sr. and Sophie Kaplan Lustig on August 15, 1922, in Wil den, New
Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, After graduating from Wal den H gh School in 1939, David C
Lustig, Jr. earned his Bachelor's of Comercial Science degree from
Ri der Col | ege t hr ough the GI1. Bill in 1948; later, he took
post - graduate classes at New York University; and

WHEREAS, David C Lustig, Jr. enlisted in the United States Arny Ar
Corps in 1942; upon the successful conpletion of basic training, he was
selected to study engineering at Vanderbilt University; however, he
wi thdrew fromthe programin order to enter the European Theater after
his cousin died in a P-51 fighter crash; and

VWHEREAS, After being trained as a radio operator and gunner, David
C. Lustig, Jr. flew on a nunber of conbat m ssions over GCernmany, and
occupied France in a B-17 bonber in the 384th Bonb G oup of the 8th Air
Force; and

WHEREAS, As the radio operator on the Ilead bonber on the final
mssion of the 8th Air Force in Wrld War Il over the Skoda Armanents
Wrks in Pilsen, Czechoslovakia, David C. Lustig, Jr. sent the |ast
active conbat radio nessage of the 8th Air Force to headquarters in
Engl and i nform ng themthe m ssion was conpleted and the results were
good; and

WHEREAS, After the War ended, David C. Lustig, Jr. continued to
serve in the Arny Air Force in Europe and Africa ferrying GI1.'s hone on
converted B-17's; he received his commssion in the United States Air
Force Reserve during the Korean War, and rose to the rank of Lieutenant
Col onel; he officially retired fromthe Air Force in 1976; and

WHEREAS, This past sunmer, David C. Lustig, Jr. was the recipient of
the French Legion of Honor at a cerenobny in Central Park; the nedal was
conm ssi oned by Napol eon Bonaparte and awarded for valor in battle in or
over France; it was pinned on himby the French Arbassador to the United
States; and



VWHEREAS, David C. Lustig, Jr. also received the Freedom Medal from
the President of the Czech Republic at a cerenony on the anniversary of
t he bonbi ng m ssion over the Skoda Armanents Works; and

WHEREAS, In 1949, David C Lustig, Jr. returned to his honetown to
join his father in the famly business, Lustig's Departnent Store, which
had been established by his grandfather, Carl Lustig, in 1883; and

WHEREAS, |In 1958, David C. Lustig, Jr. took over sole ownership
after his father passed away, and ran the business with his late wife
the former Violet Rosenblum the couple also established Wal den Fabrics
which his wife ran for 12 years; in 1960, David founded Lustig Realty, a
real estate brokerage in Wl den; and

WHEREAS, David C  Lustig, Jr. was a vital nmenber of the Board of
Directors of the Wal den Savings Bank for 39 years, rising to the title
of First Vice-President; he also served on the Wal den Pl anni ng Board,
hol di ng the position of Chairman for 16 years; and

WHEREAS, Devoted to the community in which he lived and worked,

David C Lustig, Jr. held nunerous |eadership positions at various
organi zations including President of the O ange County Pl anni ng
Feder at i on, Pr esi dent and life nenber of the Mlitary Oficers

Associ ation of Orange and Rockland, and President of the Town of
Mont gonery Chanber of Conmerce; and

WHEREAS, A true public servant, David C. Lustig, Jr. was actively
involved with the Mlitary Oficers Association, the Wlden Jew sh
Community Center, the Msonic Lodge in Walden, the Walden V.F. W, the
Wal den Historical Society, and the Wal den Fire Departnent, Oange Hose
Conmpany No. 1, where he served as President for two years; and

WHEREAS, For his steadfast and wunremtting commtnent to his
community, David C. Lustig, Jr. was recognized by former New York State
Governor Nelson A Rockefeller; he was al so honored for his service and
the service of his famly, to the Village of Wl den by forner Myor
Bri an Maher, which included renam ng a street Lustig Court; and

VWHEREAS, David C. Lustig, Jr. was also an acconplished author,
witing two books entitled Capers and Caneos a nenoir of growing up in
Wal den, and Initial Point - The Rem niscences of a Wrld War 1l B-17
Bonber Crewnan; and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by his first wwfe, Violet Lustig, and his two
sisters, Arlene Lynn and Betty Besdesky; David C  Lustig, Jr. is
survived by his present wife, the fornmer Hedwi g Nosko; two sons, D. Carl
Lustig, Il and M Raynond (Susan Taylor) Lustig; one daughter, Heidi L.
(Steven) MIler; and two stepchildren, Peter (Mary) U brich and Margaret
(Scott) Daunt; as well as four grandchildren, David S., Evan M
(Caroline), Andrew, and Rory, all of whomw Il cherish his nenory; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassion, David C. Lustig, Jr. |leaves behind a | egacy which will 1ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al



he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of David C. Lustig, Jr., neritorious veteran, astute
busi nessman, and devoted nenber of his community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of David C Lustig, Jr.



