Senate Resolution No. 478
BY: Senator COWRI E

COMVENDI NG t he Vet erans Advisory Conmttee and the
Veterans and Wonen's Auxiliary upon the occasion of
hosting a Mlitary Black History Mnth Celebration
on February 23, 2017

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize
i nportant events which remnd us of the rich and diverse heritage of our
great State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend the Veterans Advisory Conmittee and the Veterans and W nen's
Auxiliary upon the occasion of hosting, in partnership with VFW Post
1896 and Anerican Legi on Post 483 Rosedale, a Mlitary Black History
Mont h Cel ebration on Thursday, February 23, 2017, at the Anmerican Legion
Post 483 in Rosedal e, New York; and

WHEREAS, Black History Mnth, previously known as Negro History
Week, was founded by Dr. Carter G Wodson, and was first celebrated on
February 1, 1926; since 1976, it has becone a nationally recognized
nmont h-1 ong cel ebration, held each year during the nonth of February to
acknowl edge and pay tribute to African-Anmericans neglected by both
soci ety and the history books; and

VWHEREAS, Bl ack History Month is a tinme to reflect on the struggles
and victories of African-Anericans throughout our country's history and
to recogni ze their nunerous val uable contributions to the protection of
our denocratic society in war and in peace; and

WHEREAS, Wth February designated as Black H story Month, the
Vet erans Advisory Conmittee and the Veterans and Wnen's Auxiliary wll
gather together to reflect on the contributions of African Anmerican and
Cari bbean Anmerican soldiers, tell tales of African American achi evenent,
val or and sacrifice, and recogni ze the ongoing contributions of African
Americans to our Nation's mlitary; and

VWHEREAS, For nor e t han 200 vyears, African Anericans have
participated in every conflict in United States history; these brave
soldiers have not only fought the conmon enemes of the United States
but have also had to confront the individual and institutional racism of
their countrynen; and

WHEREAS, Over the last two centuries, many African Anericans have
served the United States military with distinction, but have also had to
do it in a national <climte which was not always accepting of their
backgrounds or skin color; fromCrispus Attucks in the Revolutionary
War, to the Tuskegee Airnen in Wrld War 1II, to today's mlitary
| eaders, African Anericans have made an indelible inpact on Anmerican's
mlitary forces, and played a crucial role in its successes; and



VWHEREAS, The dedication and sacrifices of our mlitary personnel
ensure our continued role as a Nation which enbodies the ideals of

denocracy, and is a defender of |I|iberty for peoples throughout the
wor | d; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to pay the highest
tribute to the valiant service displayed by the African Anerican nenbers
of the United States Arned Forces who bravely fought in every war by or
within the United States, including the Revolutionary War, the War of
1812, the Mexican-American War, the Civil War, the Spani sh- Anrerican \War,
the World Wars, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Gulf War, and the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq as well as other m nor conflicts during
times of great crisis; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is noved wth great respect and
reverent esteem and, on behalf of all of the citizens of the Enpire
State, to renew its tribute to the African Anerican nen and wonen of New
York State who so courageously served their State and Nation in defense
of freedom and denocracy; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the Veterans Advisory Conmittee and the Veterans and W nen's
Auxiliary upon the occasion of hosting a Mlitary Black H story Mnth
Cel ebration; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Veterans Advisory Conmttee and the Veterans and
Wnen's Auxiliary.



