Senate Resolution No. 4746
BY: Senat or STEWART- COUSI NS

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
April 15-21, 2018, as Abusive Head Trauna/ Shaken
Baby Syndrone Awareness Week in the State of New
Yor k

VWHEREAS, The nost recent statistics conpiled by the federal
government estimate that 671, 0000 children were victinse of abuse and
neglect in the United States in 2016, of whom 47.9 percent were under
three year of age; and

WHEREAS, That statistic includes 65,123 children in New York State,
of whom 6, 362 were under one year of age; and

WHEREAS, On an average day in the United States, at |east four
children will die as a consequence of abuse or neglect by a parent or
ot her person entrusted with their care; and

WHEREAS, Children younger than one year of age accounted for 44.4
percent of all child abuse and neglect fatalities in 2016, and children
four years of age or younger account for 80.6 percent of all child abuse
and neglect fatalities in 2016; and

WHEREAS, The |eading cause of death of abused children under age
five is Abusive Head Trauma (AHT), including the inflicted traum
commonly known as Shaken Baby Syndrone (SBS); and

VWHEREAS, On average 1,200 to 1,400 children in the United States are
di agnosed wth AHT/SBS every year, and nedical experts believe many
additional cases are |ikely m sdiagnosed or undetected; and

VWHEREAS, Shaken Baby Syndrone and other inflicted head trauma occurs
when a caregiver |oses control and shakes a baby or young child, nost
frequently less than one year of age but in sonme cases as old as five
years of age, resulting in loss of vision, brain damge, paralysis,
sei zures, or death; and

WHEREAS, Shaken Baby Syndrone often causes permanent, irreparable
brain damage or death to an infant, and may result in nore than
$1, 000,000 in nedical and rehabilitation costs for the care of a single
di sabled child during the first years of life; and

VWHEREAS, A grow ng body of nedical evidence indicates that even mld
trauma to the brain caused by AHT/SBS is likely to cause |learning
disabilities in children and substantially increase the risk of
subst ance abuse; and

WHEREAS, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimated in
2011 that the average cost of child nmaltreatnent is $210,012 over the
course of a wvictims Ilifetime, including the costs of child welfare,
speci al education, crimnal justice expenses, nedical care and |ost



productivity as an adult; and

WHEREAS, It is estimated that the taxpayers of the State of New York
may, though the State Medicaid program pay as nuch as 41% of the
medi cal and rehabilitation costs of inflicted head injuries; and

VWHEREAS, The Centers for D sease Control estimates child abuse costs
our nation nore than $124 billion a year, and the cost of child abuse in
New York State is estinmated to exceed $13 billion a year; and

WHEREAS, The nost effective way to end AHI/SBS is by educating
parents and caregivers about the danger of shaking children and
providing the skills needed to cope with frustration and anger, and the
mninmal costs of educational and preventative progranms nmay avert
enormous nedical and disability costs and untold grief for many
famlies; and

WHEREAS, Evi dence-based educati on and awareness progranms, such as
the nationally recognized New York SBS Prevention Project, devel oped by
Dr. WMark Dias with the support of the NYS Children and Famlies Trust
Fund, and inplemented in collaboration with Kalieda Health Wnen and
Children's Hospital of Buffalo and the Maria Fareri Children's Hospital
of Westchester, are shown to raise awareness and provide critically
i mportant information about SBS to parents, caregivers, daycare workers,
and health care professionals; and

VWHEREAS, The NYS O fice of Children and Family Services supports the
wor k of hospital based education prograns through the efforts of the
Safe Babies New York program bringing this and other inportant safety
I nformation to the famlies of 160,000 babies born | ast year in New York
State; and

VWHEREAS, |In 2015, the Safe Babies projects funded by OCFS delivered
the Never Shake a Baby nessage to the parents of 198, 392 newborns,
maki ng that information available for 91 percent of all hospital births
in New York State; and

WHEREAS, Hone visiting prograns, such as Healthy Fam |ies New York,
the Nurse Fam |y Partnership, and other programs for new parents show
great prom se for preventing maltreatnent; and

WHEREAS, These prevention efforts are supported by national groups
such as the Anerican Acadeny of Pediatrics, Prevent Child Abuse Anmerica
and the National Center for Shaken Baby Syndrone, as well as individuals
and organizations in New York State, such as Prevent Child Abuse New
York, the Cynthia G bbs Foundation, and the SKIPPER Initiative, who work
to educate new parents and caregivers, increase awareness anong the
general public and professionals, and encourage increased support for
victinms and their famlies in the health care and crimnal justice
systens; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Legislature has enacted |egislation to
hel p i ncrease awareness of AHT/SBS by requiring that: hospitals offer
witten information about SBS (2001); new child care providers be
educat ed about the causes, consequences and prevention of SBS before



they are licensed to care for children (2003); hospitals too offer new
parents the opportunity to watch a video about the causes, consequences
and prevention of SBS so that they can help protect their child from
shaking injuries (2004); the Health Departnment coordinate a statew de
canpaign to educate the public about the causes, consequences and

prevention of SBS (2006); the Education Department provide a curricul um
on SBS to schools so that students, who not only may be parents soneday,
but who may be babysitting for young children now, are educated about
t he i mportance of coping skills (2006); and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body wishes to commend those advocates,
organi zati ons and agencies of State, county and |ocal governnents which
wor k continuously and tirelessly to educate parents and caregi vers about
the causes, consequences and prevention of SBS and other inflicted
injuries; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body particularly wi shes to recognize the
nurse educators who provide education to new parents at New York's
maternity hospitals so that every new parent has the opportunity to
| earn how they can help protect their child from shaking injuries; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuono to proclaimApril 15-21, 2018, as
Abusi ve Head Trauna/ Shaken Baby Syndrome Awareness Wek in the State of
New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



