Senat e Resol ution No. 4563
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COVMEMORATI NG t he 125t h Anni versary of the Masonic
Care Conmunity, to be celebrated on May 19, 2018

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those organi zations within our m dst who have
made significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, Fromtime to time this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals and organizations it wshes to
recogni ze for their valued contributions to the success and progress of
soci ety and publicly acknow edge their endeavors which have enhanced the
basi ¢ humanity anong us all; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comenorate the
125t h Anniversary of the Masonic Care Community, to be celebrated on
Saturday, May 19, 2018, in Uica, New York; and

WHEREAS, On May 1, 1893, the Masonic Care Community, first known as
t he Masoni ¢ Home and School, opened its doors in Uica, New York; and

WHEREAS, The facility was funded by the Free and Accepted Masons of
the State of New York and was built to care for the elderly Mason, his
wi fe, w dow and orphan; and

WHEREAS, The first residents of the Masonic Care Comunity were
James and Margaret Borden, and the first building on canpus housed
everything fromadmnistrative offices, seniors, children, dining and
medi cal facilities; and

WHEREAS, This vital organization grew rapidly, and by the 1920s
there were multiple dormtories for children, seniors, a full service
hospi tal and working farm on canpus; and

VWHEREAS, In 1928, the Masonic Care Community began offering
i ndi vidual roonms for seniors at a tinme when others were housed in |large
wards in nursing hones; fromthe very beginning this canpus has truly
been a honme with anenities that other area facilities could not match;
and

VWHEREAS, The first independent |iving apartnments were opened in the
early 1980s on an upper floor of one of the existing buildings; wth a
growing need for this type of housing, construction began on Acacia
Vil | age which was opened in 1994; and

VWHEREAS, |In 2003, the Masonic Care Community changed the way seniors
were cared for, adopting the nei ghborhood concept to resident care; and

WHEREAS, A true asset to its community, the Masonic Care Conmunity
enploys close to 900 people fromthroughout central New York, and over
the years has cared for countless seniors and children; and



WHEREAS, Today, the Masonic Care Community offers a continuum of
care to its nore than 500 residents, as well as an award w nning child
care center; and

WHEREAS, Over its distinguished 125-year history, the Masonic Care
Communi ty has denonstrated continuous service to the residents and
comunities which it serves; and

WHEREAS, The success of the Msonic Care Comrunity is in direct
correlation to the efforts of its staff, whose involvenent is, and
al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive commtnent, an unbridled
ent husi asm and an unconprom sing standard of excellence in al
endeavors on behal f of the organi zation and the community it serves; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s auspi ci ous occasi on presents an opportunity for this
Legislative Body to recognize and pay tribute to the Masonic Care
Communi ty; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
I ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnents are
brought to our attention, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 125th Anniversary of the Masonic Care Community to be
cel ebrated on May 19, 2018; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Masonic Care Community, Utica, New York.



