Senat e Resol ution No. 4493
BY: Senator DI LAN

URA NG the Secretary of the Interior to recognize
the historical significance of Roberto Cenente's
pl ace of death near Pinones in Loiza, Puerto Rico,
by adding it to the National Register of Historic
Pl aces

WHEREAS, Roberto C enente was an Anerican baseball [|egend who
enbodi ed the values of a nodel citizen; and

VWHEREAS, Roberto Clenente won two Maj or League Baseball World Series
Chanpi onshi ps, was nanmed Wrld Series Mst Valuable Player, and was an
Al -Star for 12 seasons; and

WHEREAS, Roberto Cenente served this Nation as a United States
Mari ne Corps Reservist; and

VHEREAS, Roberto Clenente was the first Puerto Rican inducted into
the Baseball Hall of Fame; and

VWHEREAS, Roberto O enente was inducted into the Marine Corps Sports
Hal | of Fame; and

VWHEREAS, Roberto Clenente was conmitted to caring and hel ping those
in need, regardless of their |ocation; and

VWHEREAS, Roberto Clenente selflessly chose to travel to an
eart hquake-ri dden N caragua to provide humanitarian aid; and

WHEREAS, Roberto Cl enente's plane crashed shortly after taking off
from San Juan-Isla Verde International Airport/Aeropuerto |Internacional
do Isla Verde on Decenmber 31, 1972; and

VWHEREAS, Roberto Clenente was only 38 years old when he tragically
passed away; and

WHEREAS, Roberto Cenente's passion and advocacy denonstrated the
positive influence that professional athletes could have in inproving
the lives of others; and

WHEREAS, Roberto Cenente challenged the stereotypes that had
mar gi nal i zed nati ve Spani sh speakers in this Nation and remains an icon
to many Puerto R cans and Latinos in the United States and Latin
Anerica; and

VWHEREAS, Maj or League Basebal| presents an annual Roberto Cenente
Award to the player that best enbodies Roberto Cenente's value of
service to others and represents the gane of basebal | t hr ough
extraordi nary character, community invol venent, philanthropy, and
positive contributions, both on and off the field; and



VWHEREAS, Roberto C enente was posthunously awarded the Presidenti al
Medal of Freedom Presidential Citizens Medal, and the Congressional
Gold Medal for his civic and charitable contributions; and

VWHEREAS, The crash site in the adjacent area to Playa Aviones in the
municipality of Loiza, Puerto Rico, was the |ast place Roberto Cl enente
graced this world; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor the nenory of Roberto Clenente as a great humanitarian and
athlete; to recognize Roberto C enente as the enbodi nent of a basebal
| egend that contributed to the betterment of society; and to request
that the Secretary of the Interior recognize the crash site of Roberto
Clenente's airplane and the adjacent |and by adding such site to the
Nat i onal Regi ster of Historic Places.



