Senate Resol ution No. 4461
BY: Senator PHI LLIPS

COMVEMORATI NG the 40th Anniversary of the Port
Washi ngton Children's Center, and paying tribute to
this year's honorees, on May 3, 2018

WHEREAS, Organi zations which serve the interests of the people of
this Enpire State nerit the conmendation of this Legislative Body; and

VWHEREAS, The Port Washington Children's Center has served the
interests of the people of the Enpire State by providing day care and
educational services to young children in the Port Washington area for
t he past 40 years; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 40th Anniversary of the Port Washington Children's
Center, and to pay tribute to this year's honorees; and

WHEREAS, Thi s auspicious occasion will be celebrated at a Tribute to
Presidents Gala on Thursday, May 3, 2018, at the Swan Cub in Roslyn,
New Yor k; and

WHEREAS, This year's honorees include fornmer Presidents: Christine
Ki ernan, Roberta McNeil, Barbara MIller, Nancy U rich, Arlene Labenson,
Sally Scott, Susan Bagnini, C audia Rouhana, Toby Koren, G nny Cook, Bob
McGQuire, Pat Latzman, Anne Shkuda, Andy London, Kathy Zankel, Panel a
Tarica, Judy Cutaia, Lloyd Herman, Candy Scheer, Dorothy Conroy Rule,
Doris Novick, Barbara Ring, Doreen Berne, Sandra Joslyn, Teddy Rosaya,
David Beatus, Irene D Antonio, and the late Howard Blankman, Faustina
Lees and Barbara Gol dstein; and

VWHEREAS, For 40 vyears, the Port Washington Children's Center has
provi ded high quality care for famlies who reside or work in the
comunity of Port Washi ngton, New York; and

VWHEREAS, In 1975, a group of concerned citizens under the auspices
of the Port Washi ngton Conmunity Council set up a steering comrittee to
establish a <child care center in Port Washi ngton whi ch woul d serve the
economcally and culturally diverse popul ation of the conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, After receiving a grant and | oan fromthe Veatch Foundati on
of the North Shore Unitarian Church in the sumer of 1977, the first
Children's Center opened its doors to the public at its first |ocation
in St. Stephen's Church; and

WHEREAS, The |icensed, private non-profit facility began caring for
32 children and by the end of +the vyear the Children's Center had
outgrown its space and noved to the Merriman School where it thrived,
I ncreasing its capacity to 68 children; and

VHEREAS, In 1988, the Children's Center noved to the Flower Hill



School and was able to provide care for 113 children from the ages of
three through five inits early childhood program and five through 12
inits after-school program and

WHEREAS, In 1995, the Children's Center noved to its present
| ocation in the Landrmark Buil ding where it served 121 children; over the
next few years, nore and nore children attended the Center; soon,
toddlers, 18 nonths through 36 nonths, joined the program and the
Center once again rented space fromSt. Stephen's Church allowing it to
serve nore children; and

VWHEREAS, During the Fall of 2009, the Children's Center added an
after-school programin Sousa El enmentary School, followed by its nove to
Daly Elementary in the fall of 2010, mking its year-round program
capable of providing care for up to 92 children in Early Chil dhood
prograns and 170 school -age children; and

WHEREAS, In the summer of 2010, the Children's Center began
directing the school district's sunmer recreation program ATLAST, which
was |later renanmed Port Day Canp; this wonderful opportunity allows the
Center to provide high quality, affordable sumrer prograns for even nore
children of the community; and

WHEREAS, Since its inception, the Port Washington Children's Center
has strived to provide a safe, nurturing setting for all of its
children, helping themto beconme productive, responsible nenbers of
society;, a wde variety of activities pronote each child' s optinum
growt h, gives themopportunities to nake choices, to be creative, to
probl em solve and to | earn conflict resolutions; and

VWHEREAS, Conpassi onate and experienced teachers provide a safe, warm
and caring environnent for <children to learn to express thensel ves
t hrough play and positive reinforcenent; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to extend its
hi ghest comendation to all of the individuals who have been invol ved
with the Port Washington Children's Center, past and present, noting the
| nportance of their work and their enduring commtnent to young
children; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 40th Anniversary of the Port Wshington Children's
Center, and to pay tribute to this year's honorees; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the aforementioned honorees and the Port Washington
Children's Center.



