Senate Resol ution No. 4388
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COVMENDI NG Forest Ranger Luke Evans wupon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those wthin our mdst who have made
significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals it wshes to recognize for their
val ued contributions to the success and progress of society and publicly
acknow edge their endeavors whi ch have enhanced the basic hunanity anong
us all; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Forest
Ranger Luke Evans of the New York State Departnent of Environnental
Conservation, Division of Forest Protection, upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, On the afternoon of Cctober 16, 2016, Ranger Luke Evans
received a call fromLews County 911 requesting assi stance for a wonman
entrapped in her kayak near Knife's Edge on the Mose River in the Town
of Lyonsdale, an area which is characterized by turbulent waters and
rock | edges; and

WHEREAS, The woman and seven friends were participating in Mosefest
2016, when she missed her |ine and becane subnerged in her kayak facing
upstream pinned against a |large boulder; with her spray skirt caught
between a rock and the kayak, her fellow kayakers fought to keep her
head above water; and

WHEREAS, Ranger Luke Evans inmedi ately responded, carrying his throw
bag and hi ki ng upstreamfor a quarter mle before arriving on the scene;
upon assessing the situation, he quickly fornulated a plan of action;
and

WHEREAS, After his initial attenpt to rescue the wonan was
unsuccessful, Ranger Luke Evans, an avid kayaker, remained cal mand nade
the split second decision to throwthe bag to a Lewis County Sheriff's
Deputy who was downstream al ong the riverbank with four other people;
and

VWHEREAS, Ranger Luke Evans then coordi nated the next attenpt, giving



direction to the others involved; the woman was successfully plucked
from her kayak and pulled to shore; and

VWHEREAS, Ranger Luke Evans shoul d be regarded as a true hero; he has
continually devoted hinself to public service, denobnstrating great
courage and diligence in providing for the care and welfare of the
citizens of this great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Praised for maintaining his conmposure and his professional
conduct, Ranger Luke Evans denonstrated his true character and genuine
conpassion for the well-being of others; and

VWHEREAS, Wthin every community of the State of New York there are
certain individuals who, by virtue of their commtnent and dedication,
command the respect and admration of their comunity for their
exenplary contributions and service on behalf of others; Ranger Luke
Evans is one such individual; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body that those
dedi cated public servants who unselfishly devote their |ives to the
preservation of order and the protection of others are worthy and due
full praise for their commtnent and nobl e endeavors; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Forest Ranger Luke Evans upon the occasion of his designation as
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
I ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Forest Ranger Luke Evans.



