Senat e Resol ution No. 4206
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVENDI NG The Par kway Center upon the occasi on of
celebrating Vietnam Veterans Day wth the Public
Pi nni ng Cerenony on March 29, 2018

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the United States Arnmed Forces, who served so
faithfully and courageously in wars in which our Nation's freedom was at
stake, as well as in the preservation of peace during peacetine, deserve
t he hi ghest commendation of this Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the intent of this Legislative Body to comrend the
organi zati ons who honor those who have served in tinmes of active
conflict, as well as those who have served in tinmes of peace; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comrend The
Par kway Center upon the occasion of celebrating Vietnam Veterans Day
with the Public Pinning Cerenony on Thursday, March 29, 2018, at the
Center; in addition, a special presentation will be held to honor a Gold
Star Fam |y whose son/brother, Joseph Keith Wheeler PFC, USMC, was KIA
on March 31, 1968; and

WHEREAS, This auspicious event is open to veterans of all services,
soldiers currently in active duty, National Guard and Reserve nenbers,
vet eran organi zations as well as the famlies of our Anerican heroes and
the community at |arge; and

WHEREAS, The 2008 National Defense Authorization Act enpowered the
Secretary of Defense to conduct a programon behalf of the Nation which
commenor ates the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War, formng the United
States of America Vietnam War Comrenoration; and

WHEREAS, From Menorial Day 2012 through Veterans Day 2025, the
Conmenor ati on t hanks and honors veterans of the Vietnam War, including
personnel who were held as prisoners of war, or listed as mssing in
action, for their service and sacrifice on behalf of the United States
and to thank and honor the famlies of these veterans; to highlight the
service of the Armed Forces during the Vietnam War and the contributions
of Federal agencies and governnmental and non-governmental organi zations
that served with, or in support of, the Armed Forces; and to pay tribute
to the contributions nade on the hone front by the people of the United
States during the Vietnam War and to highlight the advances of
t echnol ogy, science, and nedicine related to mlitary research conducted
during the Vietnam War and to recogni ze the contributions and sacrifices
made by the alliances of the United States during the Vietnam War; and

WHEREAS, During the period of the Vietnam War, nine mllion
Anericans served on active duty in the United States Armed Forces,
approximately seven mllion of whomare still living today; and

VWHEREAS, To reach every veteran, the Commenoration has enlisted the
assi stance of nmany thousands of Conmenorative Partner organizations at



the local, state and national |evels to conduct honetown-centric events
and activities to thank and honor Vietnamveterans and their famlies in
their local comunities; and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nmen and wonen served their country, and must recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who gave their
lives for their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be m ssing
in action; and

VWHEREAS, Having exhibited their patriotismboth at home and abroad,
these nen and wonen denonstrated their love for their country and nerit
forevernore, the highest respect of their State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their comunities, their State and Nation; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormend The Parkway Center wupon the occasion of celebrating Vietnam
Veterans Day with the Public Pinning Cerenony on March 29, 2018; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Weeler Famly;, and Kelly Wilters, Executive
Director, The Parkway Center.



