Senate Resol ution No. 4167
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

HONORI NG Sanuel W Johnson post hunously upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those wthin our mdst who have made
significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Samuel W
Johnson posthunmously upon the occasion of his designation as recipient
of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate, to be presented at t he Al bany County
Honor - A- Deceased- Vet eran Cerenony on Tuesday, March 20, 2018; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, Born on May 10, 1945, in Gens Falls, New York, Sanmuel W
"Sant Johnson graduated from Hadl ey-Luzerne School in 1964; and

VWHEREAS, Sanuel W Johnson entered into the United States Air Force
on Septenber 22, 1964; he conpleted training courses in Survival
Training, Special Ar Warfare, Wapons Mintenance Supervision and
Weapons Mechani ¢ Training before being sent to Vietnamin 1967; and

VWHEREAS, This brave soldier was stationed at Bien Hoa for his entire
tour, and was assigned to the 3rd Air Coormando Squadron, the 4th Air
Commando Squadron, and |ater, the 14th Special Operations Wng; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his illustrious mlitary career, Sanuel W
Johnson served as a gunner on the Air Force AC-47 Spooky gunship, "Puff
the Magic Dragon”; he flew nore than 300 night m ssions, including

m ssions during the TET of fensive, before being discharged on Septenber
17, 1968, at the rank of Staff Sergeant; and

WHEREAS, For his courageous service during the Vietnam War, Sanue
W Johnson was awarded the National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam
Service Medal, Republic of Vietnam Canpaign Medal, Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross with Palm Air Force Good Conduct Medal, Air Medal, and
Smal| Arnms Expert Marksmanshi p Ri bbon; and

WHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his mlitary service, Sanmuel W



Johnson worked as a Lineman and Line Foreman for N agara Mohawk for 31
years, retiring in Decenber of 2000; in addition, he served as a Town of

Day Councilman for 16 years, and as a nenber of the Board of Assessnent
of Review and Cenetery Conmittee; and

WHEREAS, Sanmuel W Johnson was a true asset to his community and an
active supporter of Veteran-rel ated causes and organi zati ons, serving as
an active nenber of the VFWPost No. 5836 and Masonic Unity Lodge No.
22; and

WHEREAS, An avid hunter, Samuel W Johnson was a 53-year nenber of
the Hadley Hunting dub, which his father helped build and his
gr andf at her donated the land in 1935; and

WHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Samuel W Johnson denonstrated his love for his country and nerits
forevernore, the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Sanuel W Johnson posthunously upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Samuel W Johnson.



