Senat e Resol ution No. 4050
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVENDI NG North Country Public Radio upon the
occasion of celebrating the 50th Anniversary of its
first broadcast on March 7, 2018

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the quality
and character of life in this great Enpire State is indelibly enriched
by the faithful and wuntiring efforts of those individuals who have
hel ped shape the history of broadcasting in their area; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend North Country Public Radi o upon the occasion of celebrating its
50th Anniversary at an Open House on Wednesday, March 7, 2018, at its
studios in Canton, New York; and

WHEREAS, Funded through donations, NCPR has strived to inform
enrich and connect the region on air, online and in its conmunities for
50 years; and

WHEREAS, Based in Canton, New York, in St. Lawence County, NCPR
operates a network of 33 transmtters broadcasting to the entire
Adi rondack North Country, western Vernont and sout heastern Ontario; and

VWHEREAS, The commercial-free format includes a wde variety of
prograns from National Public Radio including "Al Things Considered,"
"Morning Edition," and "Fresh Air"; NCPR s award-w nning news team can
be heard weekdays at 8:00 amw th regional news broadcasts, features and
interviews; the station also airs an eclectic mx of |ocally-hosted
musi ¢ prograns; and

VWHEREAS, NCPR al so operates a conprehensive website, and is the
energency broadcast service for many comrunities in the region; and

VWHEREAS, The history of radio in New York's North Country began in
1921, when the St. Lawence University Physics Departnent's experinental
station 8SZ becane conmercial station WCAD;, junping ahead over four
decades, a new era of radio began at the University with the donation of
a transmtter by John B. Johnson; and

WHEREAS, Led by Station Manager Richard Hutto and Engi neer Frances
Mur phy, WSLU signed on air for the first time at 96.7 on March 7, 1968;
three years later, WSBLU becane a nenber of NPR;, and

WHEREAS, Through the vyears, nany people were hired in various
| eadershi p positions and through nmany advances in technol ogy, nore and
nore people were given the opportunity to listen to |ocal specials,
docunentaries, and different genres of nusic; and

WHEREAS, Under the helm of Station Manger Ellen Rocco and
Devel opnent Director Mark Scarlett, WSLU becane NCPR in 1985; and



WHEREAS, In 1993, NCPR noved from Payson Hall at St. Law ence
Uni versity to the Noble Building on East Main Street in Canton; and

VWHEREAS, In addition to providing entertainment and news, NCPR
pl ayed a key role in the enmergency response to a devastating regional
ice storm for their steadfast commtnent during this crisis, the
station received the New York State Governor's Arts Award at Lincoln
Center in New York City; and

VWHEREAS, The success of NCPRis in direct correlation to the efforts
of its staff, whose involvenent is, and al ways has been, characterized
by an inpressive conmtnent, an unbri dl ed ent husi asm and an
unconprom sing standard of excellence in all endeavors on behal f of the
institution and the conmunity it serves; and

WHEREAS, Each and every enpl oyee diligently works to provide its
listeners hunor and with relevant and thought-provoki ng stories, news,
and programm ng which inspires people of all ages; for this unremtting
dedi cation, NCPR has been the recipient of nunerous prestigious awards
and accol ades; and

VWHEREAS, NCPR has served its Adirondack North Country comunity with
Integrity and devotion, continuously striving to neet the needs of its
| isteners through entertai nnent and enlightennent; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comrend North Country Public Radio upon the occasion of celebrating the
50th Anniversary of its first broadcast on March 7, 2018; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to North Country Public Radio.



