Senat e Resol ution No. 387
BY: Senator ORTT

COVMENDI NG Catholic Charities of New York State
upon the occasion of celebrating their 100t h
Anni ver sary

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zati ons and i ndividuals who woul d devote thenselves to the welfare
of the community and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Catholic Charities upon the occasion of celebrating their 100th
Anni ver sary; and

WHEREAS, A vital presence in the State of New York for 100 vyears,
Catholic Charities agencies serve nore than one mllion clients
annual ly, with prograns in all 62 counties of the State; and

WHEREAS, Recogni zing the significant role of the Catholic Church's
charitable efforts to serve the poor in our State, the New York State
Legislature passed a special act formally incorporating Cat hol i c
Charities wth Governor Charles Witman signing the neasure into | aw on
April 24, 1917; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout its storied history, Catholic Charities has
provided help and hope for mllions of New Yorkers, non-Catholics and
Catholics alike; whether it is needing food on the table, help wth a
utility bill, legal services, or other comunity service, Catholic
Charities is always ready in New Yorkers' hour of need; and

VWHEREAS, |In the 1960s, as the Catholic Church becane nore involved
in world affairs, religious cormmunities and clergy built |inks between
peopl e and nei ghbor hoods to support the War on Poverty and advocate for
t hose in need; and

VWHEREAS, In the 1970s, Catholic Charities was instrunental in
devel oping policies for comunity-based services and prograns for
persons with devel opnental disabilities; and

WHEREAS, In the 1980s, Catholic Charities and New York's Bi shops
i ssued a "Statenent on the Care and Treatnment of those Suffering from
Mental |11 ness"; and

VWHEREAS, Today, Catholic Charities continues its |eadership role, to
make sure all New Yorkers receive counsel and services they need; its
continual evolution provides Catholic Charities wth flexibility to
respond qui ckly when crises strike; and

WHEREAS, When terrorists attacked on 9/11, Catholic Charities hel ped



establish an integrated system of services; when back-to-back hurricanes
Rita and Katrina hit 1in 2005, Catholic Charities hel ped hundreds of
di spl aced Gulf-region residents rebuild their lives; and when Hurricane

Sandy pounded New York in 2012, the organization helped nobilize
conprehensi ve di saster relief; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2016, Catholic Charities was granted approval by the New
York State Departnent of Health to operate the Enconpass Family Health
Hone, providing case nmanagenent services to children in the dioceses of
Al bany, Syracuse, Rochester and Buffal o; and

VWHEREAS, Now, as Catholic Charities in New York State celebrates its
Centennial Anniversary, it draws on its history of innovation and
service to continue to evolve and touch al nost every human need; and

VWHEREAS, The success of Catholic Charities in New York is in direct
correlation to the efforts of its managenent, staff, and vol unteers,
whose involvenent is, and always has been, characterized by an
i npressive commtnent, an unbridled enthusiasm and an unconpron sing
standard of excellence in all endeavors on behalf of this organization
and the comunities it serves; and

VWHEREAS, Under the | um nous gui dance of the eight diocesan Catholic
Charities Directors, Catholic Charities in New York has strived to
fulfill the changing needs of its conmunity, and renmins steadfast in
its conmmtnent to serving people of all ages, races, faiths,
backgrounds, inconmes and abilities for many years to cone; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the well-being and vitality of their comunity and have shown a
long and sustained conmmtnment to excellence certainly have earned the
recogni tion and appl ause of all the citizens of this great Enpire State;
now, therefore, bet it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Catholic Charities in New York State upon the occasion of
celebrating their 100th Anniversary; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Richard E. Barnes, New York State Catholic Conference
Executive Director and Mchael A Lawer, Director, Catholic Charities
of New York.



