Senate Resolution No. 381
BY: Senat or HANNON

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
February 2017, as Oral Health Awareness Month in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to increase awareness of health
i ssues that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonop to proclaimFebruary 2017, as Ora
Heal t h Awareness Month in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Oral Health Awareness Month recogni zes the inportance of
oral health as a part of overall health and supporting efforts to
I nprove the oral health of all in New York State; and

WHEREAS, Oral health is a <critical conmponent of overall health
affecting speech, nutrition, growh and function, social devel opnent,
enployability and productivity, and quality of life; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Prevention Agenda 2013-18: New York
State's Health I nprovenent Plan, and the New York State Oral Health Pl an
identifies dental <caries, or tooth decay, as the nost common chronic
di sease anong chil dren; and

VWHEREAS, By Decenber 31, 2018, Goal No. 5 under Child Health in the
State's Health Inprovenent Plan proposes to reduce preval ence of dental
caries anong New York State children by 10% increase the proportion of
NYS children who have protective dental sealants by 10% increase the
proportion of NYS children who receive regular dental <care visits by
10% increase the proportion of NYS population receiving fluoridated
water by 10% and strengthen systens to inprove the oral health of
peopl e with special health needs; and

WHEREAS, By 2020, Goal No. 3 of the 2014 NYS Oal Health Plan
proposes to elimnate oral health disparities and inprove access to high
qual ity, conprehensive, continuous oral health services for all New
Yor kers; and

VWHEREAS, Untreated dental disease is linked to adverse health
outcones associ ated with diabetes, stroke, heart disease, bacterial
pneunonia, preterm and low birth weight deliveries, and in sone
i nst ances, death; and

VWHEREAS, | n NYS, approximately 44% of children experience tooth
decay by the third grade, and approximately 3.4 mllion New York
children will experience tooth decay by hi gh school graduation; and

WHEREAS, Nationally, 18%of all children's health expenditures are



devoted to dental care; and

VWHEREAS, Access to dental care is associated with higher utilization
of preventive and restorative dental services; and

WHEREAS, New York State residents deserve access to high-quality
oral health care; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this health issue, and nore nust be done to increase activity at the
| ocal, state and national Ilevels to inprove health and healthcare
outcones for those affected by dental disease; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuono to procl aimFebruary 2017, as Oa
Heal th Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transnmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonopb, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



