Senat e Resol ution No. 3548
BY: Senator COWRI E

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
January 28, 2018, as Data Privacy Day in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize
of fici al nmonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
i ssues that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to procl aimJanuary 28, 2018, as
Data Privacy Day in the State of New York, in conjunction with the
observance of National Data Privacy Day; and

VWHEREAS, Data Privacy Day began in the United States and Canada in
January 2008, as an extension of the Data Protection Day celebration in
Europe; this day comenorates the January 28, 1981, signing of
Convention 108, the first legally binding international treaty dealing
with privacy and data protection; and

WHEREAS, The National Cyber Security Alliance (NCSA) officially
| eads the Data Privacy Day canpaign and is advised by a distinguished
advisory conmttee of privacy professionals to help the canpaign align
with the nost current privacy issues in a thoughtful and meani ngful way;
and

VWHEREAS, Data Privacy Day's educational initiative originally
focused on rai sing awareness anong busi nesses as well as users about the
| nportance of protecting the privacy of their personal information
online, particularly in the context of social networking; and

VWHEREAS, The educational focus has expanded over the past four years
to include famlies, consuners and busi nesses; and

WHEREAS, In addition to its educational initiative, Data Privacy Day
pronmotes events and activities that stinulate the devel opnent of
technology tools that pronote individual control over personal |y
identifiable information; encourages conpliance with privacy |aws and
regul ati ons; and creates dialogues anong stakeholders interested in
advanci ng data protection and privacy; and

VWHEREAS, Many exanpl es abound of the perils of poor data nmanagenent;
the recent data breach concerning Equifax-one of three major credit
reporting agenci es-a conpany that handl es the personal data of nore than
820 mllion consunmers and 91 mllion businesses worldwide, as well as
t he enpl oyee data of 7,100 enployers, is of prime concern; and

VWHEREAS, Equifax discovered the breach on July 29th, and failed to
notify the public until Septenber 7th, with an interim scandal wherein
hi gh-ranki ng executives sold their conpany stock before releasing



i nformati on of the data breach to the public; and

VWHERAS, Equifax has had a total of three recent breaches that have put
t he personal information of one out of every three Americans at risk;
and

WHEREAS, Lives and livelihoods can be destroyed by theft of
identity, credit information, and the like, including the denial of a
loan or new credit card, renoval from one's hard-earned state of
financial stability, and the nental duress of |loss of privacy and
security of one's personal information and data; and

VWHEREAS, The threat of data breaches and data theft continues to
| oom |l arge, and the instances of it continue to grow and pl ague nore New
Yor kers and Anericans each day; and

VWHEREAS, More commerce, conmuni cation, and other aspects of the
daily lives of New Yorkers occur digitally, it is nore inportant than
ever to be educated on the safe practices of data privacy and safety,
and to take steps whenever possible to increase data security; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimJanuary 28, 2018, as
Data Privacy Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonpb, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



