Senate Resolution No. 3366
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVENDI NG the Rone Lions C ub upon the occasion
of its 65th Charter Anniversary to be celebrated on
Novenber 4, 2017

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zati ons and i ndividuals who woul d devote thenselves to the welfare
of the community and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend the Rone Lions Club wupon the occasion of its 65th Charter
Anni versary to be celebrated at Teugega Country C ub, Rone, New York, on
Novenber 4, 2017; and

VWHEREAS, The Rone Lions O ub was established after a group of Rone
busi nessnmen were encouraged by the Uica Lions Club to forma Lions dub
I n Rome, New York; and

WHEREAS, The first President of the Rone Lions Cub was radio
personality Carl J. Swanson, also known as M. Sunshine; and

WHEREAS, The first nenbers included a group of 25 business and
prof essi onal nmen, who becane the Charter Menbers of the Ronme Lions on
Cct ober 26, 1952; and

WHEREAS, The Rone Lions have performed 65 years of valuable
comunity service, having lived up to their notto "W Serve"; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1925, Helen Keller, addressing the Lions International
Convention, challenged the young service clubs to serve the hearing and
visually inpaired; Lions Cubs throughout the world took up the
chal l enge to help the blind; and

WHEREAS, In Ronme, the challenge was net with enthusiasm and it
becane the custom of the Ronme Lions that two or three Lion nenbers woul d
go to visit one of the visually inpaired at their hone or nursing hone
to check on their welfare; and

WHEREAS, The second half of Helen Keller's challenge to help the
hearing i npaired al so becane a focus of the Rone Lions Cub; the club
purchased TTY's and |oaned themto persons in need, and placed one at
the Rone Police Departnent for energencies; and

WHEREAS, WMbreover, the Rone Lions offer annual scholarships to
students at New York State School for the Deaf in Rome, conduct hearing
tests with professionals at Health Fairs, provide eye exans and gl asses
to underprivileged children referred by the |ocal schools and also to
the needy and collect hearing aids and eye glasses from receptacles



constructed by the Lion nenbers placed throughout the city; and

VWHEREAS, Rone Lions Cub nenbers are involved in numerous other
community projects including installing furnaces in the honmes of needy
i ndi vidual s, sending young adults to Col orado for special eye treatnent,
picking up corneas at the local hospital and taking themto the
ai rport/bus term nal or driving them to the eye bank, packing
Thanksgi vi ng baskets for the poor, serving dinners at the Rome Rescue
Mssion and working at Canp Badger in Spencer, New York, and naking
various repairs to the canp; and

VWHEREAS, Today, the Rone Lions Club is conprised of 30 nenbers; the
current officers for 2017-2018 include: President David Hubman, 1st Vice
President Anthony G otti, 2nd Vice President Mary Chm el ewski, Secretary
Mal i nda Abraham Treasurer M ke Keenan, Tail Twi ster Roy Benham Lion
Tamer Trish DeFina, Historian Chuck Nutting, Menbership Chair PDG Joe
DeFi na and | nmedi ate Past President Victor J. Fariello Jr.; and

WHEREAS, The future of the Ronme Lions Club | ooks bright with the
recruitnment of young nenbers, both nen and wonen; one of the many goals
the Rone Lions Club has achieved was the formation of a Leo Club in 2012
at Rone Free Acadeny; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the Ronme Lions Cub wupon the occasion of its 65th Charter
Anni versary to be cel ebrated on Novenber 4, 2017; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to David Hubman, President, Rone Lions C ub.



