Senate Resolution No. 328
BY: Senator GALLI VAN

HONORI NG the 1963 National Invitation Tournanent
Canisius College Men's Basketball Team upon the
occasi on of being inducted into the Canisius College
Sports Hall of Fanme on February 26, 2017

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
out standi ng athl etes who have distinguished thenselves through their
exceptional performance, attaining unprecedented success and the hi ghest
| evel of personal achi evenent; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
the 1963 National Invitation Tournanent Cani si us Col | ege Men' s
Basketball Team wupon the occasion of being inducted into the Canisius
Col |l ege Sports Hall of Fane to be celebrated on Sunday, February 26,
2017, at the Hall of Fane Day basketball gane against Saint Peter's at
t he Koessler Athletic Center, Buffalo, New York; and

WHEREAS, The 1963 National Invitation Tournanment (NT) Canisius
Coll ege Men's Basketball Team coached by Canisius Col | ege Sports Hal
of Fanmer Bob MacKi nnon, defeated Menphis State and Villanova, two
college teans with future National Basketball Association (NBA) players
Ji m Washi ngton and Wali Jones; and

VWHEREAS, In the chanmpionship gane, the Golden Giffins took on
Provi dence, whose |ineup included John Thonpson, future Coach at
Georgetown as well as Ray Flynn, future Mayor of Boston; the Golden
Giffins were defeated, 81-66, ending the longest NIT run in Canisius
Col | ege history; and

WHEREAS, Previously, four exceptional players of this remarkable
1963 team were honored and inducted into the Canisius College Sports
Hal |l of Fame including Billy O Connor, Tom Chester, Frank Sw atek and
Patrick Turtle; and

VWHEREAS, Team nenbers who also appeared in the chanpionship gane
i ncluded Dick MO ory, Tony Gennari, Tim O Mra, John Kenmmer, Joe
Bossert, Larry Hartigan, Jack Qberding and John Brennan; and

VWHEREAS, The hallmarks of the 1963 National Invitation Tournanment
Cani sius Coll ege Men's Basketball Team fromthe opening game of the
season to participation in the chanpionship, were a brotherhood of
athletic ability, of good sportsnmanship, of honor and of scholarship,
denonstrating that these team players were truly second to none; and

WHEREAS, The 1963 Golden Giffins have been an inspiration to
countl ess basketball fans, as well as to the community-at-large, and
accordingly nerits recognition and appl ause for their tremendous passion
for the gane and conpetitive spirit; and



WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vidual s of such outstanding athletic acconplishnents are brought to

our attention, they should be recognized by all the citizens of this
great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is noved to honor the 1963 Nati onal
I nvitation Tournanent Canisius College Men's Basketball Team upon the
occasion of being inducted into the Canisius College Sports Hall of Fane
for their extraordinary acconplishnents which were a tribute to the
teams skill, dedication and conmtnent; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratulate the 1963 National Invitation Tournanment Canisius College
Men's Basketball Team its nenbers: Joe Bossert, John Brennan, Tom
Chester, Tony Gennari, Larry Harrigan, John Kemmer, Dick McCory, Jack
Qoerding, Billy O Connor, TimO Mara, Frank Swi atek, Patrick Turtle; and
Coach Bob MacKi nnon; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the aforenentioned nenbers of the 1963 National
I nvitation Tournanent Canisius Coll ege Men's Basketball Team and Coach
Bob MacKi nnon.



