Senat e Resol ution No. 3039
BY: Senator COWRI E

COMVEMORATI NG t he 50t h Anniversary of Gty College
of New York - York Col |l ege

WHEREAS, New York State's conmtnent to education is unparalleled,
its history and stature are secured by the superlative caliber of its
educati onal professionals and the students they inspire; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those institutions of commtnent and high achievenent, whose
pur pose and endeavors prove a dedication to the pursuit of excellence in
t he education of the young adults of this noble Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, The City University of New York (CUNY) is the largest city
university systemin the world with nore than 200, 000 students enrolled
at canpuses throughout the five boroughs of New York City; and

WHEREAS, On Cctober 24, 1966, CUNY voted to create a fifth senior
coll ege, Al pha College, to serve the city's grow ng student popul ation;
as its first president, Dr. Dunont F. Kenny quickly renaned the school
York College with the intention of building a bucolic, suburban |[iberal
arts school; and

VWHEREAS, York Col |l ege opened its doors in the Fall of 1967, with an
entering class of 371 students and a full-time instructional staff of 50
occupying the site for the first academ c year; and

VWHEREAS, |In May of 1968, the CUNY Board of Higher Education sel ected
Jamai ca, New York, as the future site of York College's pernmanent
| ocation; three years later, President MIton G Bassin assuned the
presi dency and found tenporary classroons on the canpus of Queensborough
Community Col |l ege in Bayside, New York; and

VWHEREAS, The CUNY Board reaffirmed York College's presence by
aut hori zing construction of the new canpus in Janaica, New York; during
this time, the coll ege underwent expansive curricular devel opnent and
began to offer <career related nmmjors in the health professions and
opened the O fice of Continuing Education to offer classes on practical
subj ects; and

WHEREAS, Construction on York Coll ege's pernmanent canpus began in
Decenber of 1980; within six years, the college had enrolled over 4,000
students and held its first classes in the new Academ c Core; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1990, York Coll ege opened its Performng Arts Center and
the Health and Physical Education facilities, followed by the athletic
fields a year later; this was followed by the construction of the United
States Food and Drug Admnistration's regional headquarters on York
Coll ege's canpus, allow ng students to take advantage of coll aborative
I nternshi ps, fellowships and research with worl d-class scientists; and



VWHEREAS, Furt her nore, Yor k Col | ege | aunched t he Pr ovost
Di stingui shed Scholars Lecture Series in 2009, attracting renowned
witers, scholars and scientists to speak to the York conmmunity; the

college also hired 33 new faculty nenbers and reorganized its 18
academ c departnents into three schools, the School of Arts and
Sci ences, School of Business and Information Systens and School of
Heal th and Behavi oral Sciences; and

WHEREAS, Today, York College has grown to nore than 7,780 students
from 120 countries speaking nore than 83 | anguages; with plans to build
major additions to its canpus, York College is eager to further inprove
the opportunities for its students; and

WHEREAS, Under the able | eadership of Dr. Mrcia V. Keizs, York
Coll ege has strengthened its acadenmic prograns by gaining national
accreditations and creati ng new academ c offerings, as well as bol stered
the college's partnership with the FDA;, and

VWHEREAS, Steeped in a proud and distinguished history, City College
of New York - York College may | ook back with pride upon its hunble
begi nnings, find just satisfaction in its purposeful growh and hold
true of purpose inits conmtnent to serving the educational needs of
its students; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of City College of New York - York
Col l ege; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dr. Marcia V. Keizs, President, York Coll ege.



