Senat e Resol ution No. 2975
BY: Senat or PARKER

CELEBRATING the |ife and acconplishnments of Tony
Wl lians, distinguished citizen and devoted nenber
of his comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Tony WI|lianms of Brooklyn, New York, died on Tuesday, June
6, 2017, at the age of 58; and

WHEREAS, A lifelong resident of Brooklyn, New York, Tony WIIians
received his primary education in the New York Gty Public School
System he went on to study Engi neering at Hofstra University; and

VWHEREAS, In 1976, Tony WIllians enlisted in the Arned Services as an
Executive Oficer for the United States Arny Special Forces Conmand at
Fort Bragg before serving in Vietnam GCermany and Korea, and achieving
t he rank of Col onel; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his valiant mlitary service, Tony
Wl lianms began working with |ocal youth through the St. Stephen Qutreach
program he | ater founded the Cadet Acadeny to inplenent structure and
discipline into the lives of young people; and

VWHEREAS, Under the able |eadership of Tony WIlians, the Cadets
served the community, volunteering at St. Stephen Soup Ki t chen,
Community Garden, and reading to the veterans at CABS Nursing Home; in
addition, his Cadets have provided security for renowed events, and
served as the color guard at Mdison Square Garden for the New York
Kni cks and Rangers; and

WHEREAS, Tony WIlians' religious experience began as a child at
Overcom ng Church of God in Christ; he later attended PilgrimAssenblies
in Brooklyn, New York, before becom ng an active nenber of his uncle's
church, St. Stephen United Church of God, Inc.; and

VWHEREAS, In this capacity, Tony WIlians served as a volunteer wth
St. Stephen Qutreach Mnistry, and as a nenber of the YPHA; he al so
pl ayed the drunms and directed the church choir; he and his famly later
noved their nmenbership to Mracle Tenple Church; and

VWHEREAS, Tony W/l ianms and Sophia Bullard were united in marriage on
Decenber 5, 1998, and for nearly 19 years the couple showed a great
dynam c of |ove and devotion to one another and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, |In May of 2006, Tony WIIlians becane a Mason and served as
the Worshi pful Master of Nostrand Lodge No. 5 under M. Nebo G and Lodge
of the State of New York; and



WHEREAS, Wth a passion for the art of nusic, Tony WIIlians conposed
nuner ous songs and taught hinself how to play organ, tronbone and druns;
he was al so an extraordi nary cook and phot ographer; and

VWHEREAS, Tony W/l lianms' commtnent to excellence, and his spirit of
humanity, carried over into all fields of enterprise, i ncl udi ng
charitabl e and civic endeavors; and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by his nother, Reverend Dr. Joyce Lee DeCost a,
Tony Wllianms is survived by his loving and devoted w fe, Sophia;
children, L. Joy, Charles (Fatira), Andre (Kelly), Margaret, Sal eena,
Tony, Jr. and Hayden Al exander; grandchildren, Jabreel, Aliyah, M kael,
Canmeron, Maya, Serah Eylsa, Amr, Savannah Faith and Ibrahim sisters,
Yvette (Mark), Cordelia (Andre) and Adrienne; nieces, Dionne and Mary;
nephew, Chri st opher; father and nother-in-law, Rufus and Maggie
Crenshaw, brothers-in-law, Terry, Reggie and WIlliam sisters-in-Iaw,
Ophelia, WMattie, Paula, D ane and Sandra; uncle, Bishop Marvin; aunts,
Mot her Pearlese, Mdther Callie and Reverend Barbara; godchildren,
Sabri na, Nitiya, Bar bar a, Lurlee Alexus, Nathaniel and Xavier;
sons-in-law to be, Mles and Janes; lifetime friend, Terrance; and a
host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Tony WIllians | eaves behind a | egacy which will [ong endure
the passage of time and will remain as a conforting nmenory to all he
served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the I|ife and acconplishnents of Tony WIIlians, distinguished
citizen and devoted nenber of his comrunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Tony WIIians.



