Senate Resolution No. 2971
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

COMVEMORATI NG the 100th Anniversary of the Rotary
Cl ub of Schenect ady

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those organizations of high purpose and worthy
acconpl i shnent whose endeavors have faithfully served the welfare of the
citizens of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 100th Anniversary of the Rotary C ub of Schenectady; and

VWHEREAS, The world's first service club, Rotary International, was
founded on February 23, 1905, when Paul Harris, a native of Vernont,
found hinself a stranger in the city of Chicago; he conceived the idea
of inviting three nen of different vocations to join himweekly for
fell owship and to discuss each other's problens and busi ness; and

WHEREAS, Today, Rotary International has grown into an organization
including over 1.2 mllion nmenbers in approximately 29,000 cl ubs across
163 countries; each club is made up of business and professional |eaders
who are dedicated to humanitarian service, encourage high ethical
standards in all vocations, and help to build peace and goodw ||
t hroughout the world; and

VWHEREAS, Organi zed on March 20, 1918, the Rotary C ub of Schenect ady
Is conposed of over 70 community |eaders representing a diverse
cross-section of professions who dedicate countless hours of service to
i nprove the quality of life of human beings in the Gty of Schenectady
and t hroughout the world; and

WHEREAS, The Rotary Cub of Schenectady engages in countless
vol unteer projects that benefit an array of nonprofit organizations
| ocated in Schenectady, including the Salvation Arny, the Schenectady
Inner Gty Mnistry, the Cty Mssion of Schenectady, Habitat for
Humanity of Schenectady County and the Schenectady County Public
Li brary; and

WHEREAS, Menbers of this vital organization volunteer on projects
which beautify the city of Schenectady including the clean-up of Vale
Park and a section of the Interstate 890 hi ghway system and

WHEREAS, The Rotary Club of Schenectady and the Rotary Cub of
Schenectady Foundation, Inc. award substantial grants annually to | ocal
nonprofit organi zations in support of their respective mssions and
provi de scholarship assistance to graduating Schenectady H gh School
seni ors; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, the organization provi des i nt ernnati onal
support through participation in Rotary International's canpaign to



eradicate polio and sponsors a water filtration project that provides
access to clean water for hundreds of Haitians; and

WHEREAS, The Rotary Cub of Schenectady al so sponsors a Rotaract
Club for students attendi ng Schenectady County Conmunity Col | ege, and an
Interact Club for students at Schenectady Hi gh School to introduce | ocal
youth to civic engagenent and conmunity service; and

WHEREAS, The Rotary Cub of Schenectady is noted for its place in
the Capital Region and world history through its devel opnent and fundi ng
of the Rotary Boy Scout Canp at Pilot Knob on Lake George in the early
1920s, better known today as the Capital District YMCA's Canp
Chi ngachgook; the hosting of a neeting at Proctor's RKO Theatre in the
early 1930s at which WGY conducted one of the first around the world
short-wave radi o broadcasts which |inked the Schenectady Rotary Cub
with clubs in London and Australia; the hosting of a neeting in Decenber
of 1939, of over 500 Rotarians fromEastern New York State at General
Electric's "House of Magic" who, for the first tinme ever, could speak to
and be seen by audiences in three cities at the sane time on a network
television program and the developnent of Rotary Gateway Park in
Schenect ady, a wel cone destination for nany people traveling on the
Mohawk Ri ver; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proudly noved to honor and conmend
the nmenbers of the Rotary Cub of Schenectady, past and present, who
have | abored so conscientiously to secure and inprove the quality of
life for the community it serves by perpetuating its notto of Service
Above Self; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 100th Anniversary of the Rotary C ub of Schenectady; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Rotary Club of Schenect ady.



