Senat e Resol ution No. 2966

BY: Senator COMRI E
MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
August 1, 2017, as Mnority Donor Awareness Day in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious issues

that affect the lives of citizens of New York State and across the
Nati on; and
WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its

| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim August 1, 2017, as
Mnority Donor Awareness Day in the State of New York, in conjunction
wi th the observance of National Mnority Donor Awareness Day; and

WHEREAS, Organ, tissue and eye donation is inportant to everyone but
can sonetinmes be of even greater concern to the mnority conmunity; and

WHEREAS, August 1st cel ebrates National Mnority Donor Awareness Day
and is an ideal tine to consider giving the gift of |ife by making a
commtnment to be an organ, tissue and eye donor; and

WHEREAS, Because sone di seases of the kidney, heart, |ung, pancreas
and liver are found nore frequently in racial and ethnic mnority
popul ations than in the general population, mnorities are nuch nore
|l i kely than Caucasians to need |ife-saving transplants; and

VWHEREAS, More than 100, 000 nen, wonmen and children in the United
States are waiting for a life-saving organ, and half of those on the
waiting list are mnority patients; and

WHEREAS, While race is not a limting determnant in donations,
transpl ant success rates increase when organs are matched between
menbers of the same ethnic and racial group; |ower donation rates anong
mnorities can result in Jlonger waiting periods for transplants for
mnority organ recipients; and

VWHEREAS, One out of 20 Anericans will need a tissue transplant in
his or her lifetime; donated tissues such as skin, bone and heart val ves
are used to treat burn victins, increase strength, restore nobility and
i nprove the quality of life for approximately 1 mllion patients each
year; and

WHEREAS, Tissue is a special gift that can be shared anong al
popul ations; a mnority donor's tissue nay benefit a patient of another
race, and a mnority patient nay receive tissue froma donor of another
race; and

WHEREAS, The commtnent to donate tissue is part of the focus during
Nati onal Mnority Donor Awareness Day, observed August 1 each year to



raise awar eness of t he | nportance of donation anobng mnority
popul ati ons; and

VWHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater awareness of this
serious health condition, and nore nust be done to increase activity at
the local, State and National |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim August 1, 2017, as
M nority Donor Awareness Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



