Senate Resolution No. 289
BY: Senat or RANZENHOFER

HONORI NG Col | een MNamara upon the occasion of
being naned the 2017 Educator of the Year by
Educators of Anerica

WHEREAS, New York State's conmtnent to education is unparalleled,
its history and stature are secured by the superlative caliber of its
educational professionals and the students they inspire; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the customof this Legislative Body to acknow edge
the significant mlestones in the distinguished careers of those
out standi ng educational |eaders, whose dedi cation and achi evenents have
been instrunental in devel oping character and academ c excellence in the
young peopl e of New York State; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Colleen
McNamara upon the occasion of being naned the 2017 Educator of the Year
by Educators of Anerica; subsequently, her school, Al exander Elenentary
School, will receive a brand new nobile conputer |ab; and

WHEREAS, This vital honor is bestowed upon educators to help teach
students throughout our schools; Educators of Anerica give teachers the
technol ogy they need to be nore effective in the classroom and

VWHEREAS, The Educator of the Year Award recogni zes the determ nation
anongst teachers or adm nistrative professionals who understand the need
for the integration of technology and education to increase student
achi evenent; and

VWHEREAS, A Buffal o-based public charity, Educators of America's
mssion is to connect educators wth technology and training by
i ntegrating technology into the classroons; and

VWHEREAS, Follow ng her graduation from C arence H gh School, Colleen
McNamar a earned her bachelor's and naster's degrees from SUNY GCeneseo
where she had an opportunity to teach at an orphanage in CGhana, Africa;
this was the experience that notivated her to be an educator; and

VWHEREAS, After obtaining her degrees, Colleen McNanara was placed in
Penbr oke School District and was introduced into the Alexander Central
School District, as a long-termsubstitute teacher; and

VWHEREAS, For the past five years, Coll een McNamara has been both an
English and WMath specialist while at the sane tine, earning her
Adm ni strative degree at Canisius College; and

WHEREAS, A dedicated educator, Colleen McNamara was instrunmental in
starting the student council, chess club, and a book study group for
teachers; recently, she has becone a classroomteacher and, in this
position, has inplenmented new ways of teaching her students; and



VWHEREAS, Utilizing different ways to educate her students, Colleen
McNamara wuses the "SPECIAL" approach, which focuses on the art of
engagi ng and mai ntai ning a conversation; and

VWHEREAS, A true leader in her field, Colleen McNamara brings quality
education to her students; with a new platformto educate young m nds,
she is now able to advance growth connected to student achievenent; and

VWHEREAS, An educator in and out of school, Colleen McNamara is also
the entrepreneur behind Stutelage Innovations, a tutoring service in
East Amherst; it provides one-on-one and small-group tutoring for
students and adults of all ages, and works to design an individualized
i nstruction programthat directly neets the student's needs; and

VWHEREAS, The driving force behind Colleen McNamara's conmitnent to
education is her belief that teaching is focused on building |eaders,
students who take the initiative and who will want to nake a difference
in the world; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the quality of life in their community and have shown a | ong and
sustained commtnent to the nmaintenance of high standards in their
prof ession, certainly have earned the recognition and appl ause of al
the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Colleen MNamara upon the occasion of being naned the 2017
Educat or of the Year by Educators of Anmerica; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Col |l een McNamar a.



