Senate Resolution No. 2874
BY: Senat or HELM NG

HONORI NG Mark D. Gearan upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknowl edge those wthin our mnmdst who have nade
significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, Fromtime to time this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals it wshes to recognize for their
val ued contributions to the success and progress of society and publicly
acknow edge their endeavors whi ch have enhanced the basic hunanity anong
us all; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Mark D.
Gearan upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a Liberty
Medal , the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New York
State Senate; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, Mark D. Gearan earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in
governnent cum | aude from Harvard University; he furthered his education
by obtaining his | aw degree from Georgetown University; and

WHEREAS, Mark D. GCearan was appointed President of Hobart and
Wlliam Smth Colleges in 1999; the |ongest serving President, he has
led the institution through a period of unprecedented growth; and

WHEREAS, During his tenure, he was responsible for nmany inportant
advances at the Colleges which have furthered its reputation as a
prom nent liberal arts institution; and

WHEREAS, Through his esteened role as President, Mark D. Gearan has
acconpl i shed nurerous econoni ¢ devel opnent goals within the Finger Lakes
Regi on; and

WHEREAS, At the close of his first year at Hobart and WIlliam Smth
Col | eges, Mark D. Gearan began the devel opnent of a five-year strategic
planning initiative called HW 2005, he then | ed the next two phases,
HWS 2010 and HW5 2015, as well as Canpaign for the Colleges, which
raised significant funds to support facilities, endowent and annual
gi ving; and

WHEREAS, Mark D. Gearan has made service to I ndi vi dual s,
communities, and the planet a foundational conponent of his termat the



Col | eges, one that pervades the significant commtnments HAS has nade to
diversity and inclusion, environnental sustainability and the Col |l eges
val ued relationship with the Geneva community; and

VWHEREAS, According to a 2015 analysis by the Comm ssion on
| ndependent Col | eges and University, under President Gearan's innovative
direction, Hobart and Wlliam Smth Colleges is a significant economc
driver, wth a total inpact of $269.2, an increase of approximately $25
mllion since 2013; independent institutions of higher education had a
nearly $80 billion inpact on New York State's econony; and

VWHEREAS, The $269 million HW5 total includes direct spending by the
school, construction and | abor costs, and estimted student and visitor
i npact; and

WHEREAS, The GCearan Center for the Performng Arts, a three-story,
65, 000- square-foot facility which greatly enhances the Colleges' role in
| ocal and regional advancenent of arts and culture, had a significant
i npact on institutional spending; and

WHEREAS, HW5 inpact on the region through student and visitor

spendi ng was responsible for nore than $21 mllion in benefits to the
tourismrich Finger Lakes region; this nunber includes discretionary
spending at restaurants, hotels and retailers by students, as well as

their visiting friends and famly; and

VWHEREAS, In 2015, Hobart and WIlliam Smth Coll eges enpl oyed 1, 660
peopl e through direct and spillover inpact, wth an additional 10
spinoff jobs from research projects; salaries totaled nore than $102
mllion; and

VWHEREAS, Through the tireless efforts of President Mark D. GCearan,
and the significant economc inpact of Hobart and WIlliam Smth
Col l eges, the City of Geneva has received both state-wide and national
attention for its revitalization and community-wide initiatives; and

VWHEREAS, The City of Geneva was also given a $10 nillion investnent
t hrough the Finger Lakes Regi onal Econom c Devel opnent Council, which is
part of a $100 million Downtown Revitalization Initiative to encourage
devel opment in 10 conmunities across New York State; and

WHEREAS, In 2015, for its inclusive, innovative and ongoing efforts
to influence positive, comunity-w de change, Geneva was nanmed a 2015
All-America City, a highly selective honor by the National Ci vic League
best owed upon only 10 cities across the entire country; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the quality
and character of life inthis great Enpire State is indelibly enriched
by the faithful efforts of those economc |eaders such as WMrk D
Gearan, who devote their purpose to pronoting economc vitality and
service to the public need; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Mark D. Gearan upon the occasion of his designation as recipient



of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Mark D. Gearan.



