Senate Resolution No. 2811
BY: Senat or SQUADRON

RECOGNI ZI NG Novenber 20, 2017, as Transgender Day
of Renenbrance

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
grassroots days of action on behalf of justice and human dignity for
all; and

WHEREAS, In honoring the Transgender Day of Renenbrance, which
occurs annual ly on Novenber 20th, this Legislative Body recognizes that
the Transgender Day of Renenbrance stands for not only the pursuit of
nmut ual respect and full equality but also to renmenber those who have
| ost their |ives because of their gender identity or expression; and

VWHEREAS, W al so recogni ze that transgender nenbers of our society
are di sproportionately affected by hate crinmes and violence in our
comunities; and

WHEREAS, On Transgender Day of Renenbrance we pause to renenber the
hundr eds of transgender people across the nation who are the victins of
hat e-notivated violence every vyear, including bullying, assault, and
hom ci de; and

VWHEREAS, On Transgender Day of Renenbrance, we acknow edge that
transgender people suffer a myriad of challenges in their daily lives,
I ncl udi ng di scrim nati on, di sproportionately hi gh | evel s of
unenpl oynent, and |imted access to health care; and

WHEREAS, Despite the challenges faced by the transgender comunity,
i n observing the Transgender Day of Renenbrance, we recognize, admre,
and cel ebrate the growi ng awareness and acceptance of transgender people
and the nmany states that have established full rights for transgender
i ndi vidual s despite the ongoing struggles faced by the transgender
comunity across the nation; and

VWHEREAS, On Transgender Day of Renenbrance we honor and commrenorate
the strength, commtnent, and renarkable and i mense efforts of those
working tirelessly to secure full and equal civil rights for all people
in this country, regardless of gender identity or expression; and

VWHEREAS, The Transgender Day of Renenbrance provides an opportunity
for all New Yorkers to celebrate the gains that transgender activists
and allies have nade in the novenent for transgender equality and to
al so remenber how nuch work remains to be done; and

WHEREAS, We recognhize that the novenent for full and equal civil
rights for transgender people is part of broader social struggle for
civil rights in this country; and

WHEREAS, The Transgender Day of Renenbrance is a comenoration of
t hose who have died expressing their gender and a reflection on the



sobering statistics in our state and across the country which
denonstrate that transgender people are still faced wth tragically high
| evel s of violence and discrimnation; and

VHEREAS, W recogni ze that while that national political climte has
become increasingly hostile to transgender Anericans, including rolling
back civil rights protections, the state should stand wth transgender
New Yor kers; and

VWHEREAS, W also pause to renmenber that basic fairness for
transgender people is still, shockingly, denied in many pl aces,
including the State of New York, which has not codified such protections
| egi sl atively; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s Legislative Body also acknow edges and honors
Gnendol yn Ann Smith, who took an inportant cause and brought it to the
world's attention through the establishnment and organization of the
Transgender Day of Renenbrance in 1999, which has continued annually
ever since; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze Novenber 20, 2017, as Transgender Day of Renenbrance; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the New York State Transgender Ri ghts Coalition



