Senate Resolution No. 2810
BY: Senat or PARKER

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
Sept enber 2017, as Sickle Cell D sease Awareness
Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
of fici al nmonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
illnesses that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonb to proclaim Septenber 2017, as
Sickle Cell Disease Awareness Mnth in the State of New York, in
conjunction wth the observance of National Sickle Cell Di sease
Awar eness Mont h; and

VWHEREAS, Sickle cell disease is a hereditary bl ood disorder that can
cause severe pain and result in damage to the brain and other vital
organs |i ke the kidneys, liver, spleen and heart; and

WHEREAS, People who have the disease, but do not experience the
synptons are said to have the sickle cell trait; and

VWHEREAS, The nonth of Septenber has been devoted to rai se awareness
for the estimated 100,000 Anericans living with the di sease; and

VWHEREAS, Since Sickle Cell Awareness Mnth was created in 1983,
every child born in the United States is screened for the di sease so
that those diagnosed can begin treatnment right away; and

VWHEREAS, The only known cure for sickle cell disease is through a
transpl ant of bone marrow or stemcells; and

VWHEREAS, Sickle cell disease is nmpst comon in Africans and
African- Anericans, but the disease can also be found in ot her
denographics, primarily in South and Central Anerica, the Caribbean,
Medi t erranean countries and | ndia; and

WHEREAS, Sickle cell disease occurs in 1 in every 365
African-Anerican births, and approximately 1 in 13 African-Anericans are
di agnosed with the trait; it also occurs in 1 in every 16,300
H spani c- Anerican births; and

WHEREAS, The nost basic synptons of sickle cell disease are fatigue,
shortness of breath and episodes of serious pain that wll Ilikely
require hospitalization; these synptons wll begin to show within the
very first year of a person's life if they have the disease and the pain
ranges frommld to very severe; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater awareness of this
serious health condition, and nore nust be done to increase activity at



the local, State and National |evels; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim Septenber 2017, as
Sickle Cell Disease Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonob, CGovernor of the State of
New Yor k.



